
   

 

T 
hose of us who work closely with the patrons 

and staff of the Antigua Public Library, try 

our best to be the voice of the voiceless. We 

speak for those who use the library as a public 

space to complete their homework, borrow books, take 

computer classes or surf the net. We speak to 

whoever will listen, to explain the necessity 

of a functioning National Public Library in 

Antigua & Barbuda.  

     We waited with cautious optimism when 

we learned that the Honorable Minister of 

Education Dr. Jacqui Quinn Leandro was 

preparing for a ―walk through‖ of the 

structure at Queen Victoria Park earlier this 

year.  

In 2009, when she made a similar visit, she 

(Continued on page 6) 
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W 
ho Do You Think You Are?  Do you know 

your roots?   This is the theme of the 

organization’s annual spring brunch 

scheduled for Sunday, June 5, 2011 at the 

Antigua & Barbuda House in Harlem; however, it is a 

question that each and every Antiguan and Barbudan should 

pose to themselves.   

Hopefully, FOAPL-NY, INC and the Antigua 

Public Library will be able to assist in 

answering this question, for  FOAPL-NY, 

INC has undertaken a genealogy project 

which upon completion, will be 

administered by the Antigua Public 

Library.  This database will become a 

primary resource, not only for historians, and 

biographers, but for Antiguan and Barbudan families, at 

home, and throughout the Diaspora. 

Under the guidance of Ms. Dorothea Nelson, former 

Director of the Antigua Public Library, and Dr. Susan 

Lowes, Professor at Columbia University the database, will  

draw from resources at both the Antigua Public Library, the 

National Archives, and Church Records.   

Very few records from Antigua and Barbuda are 

currently available online that would aid a substantive on-

line genealogical search.  

 ―It is my hope that once we have compiled a 

rudimentary database, the information would be a starting 

point to help families add more branches to their own family 

trees.‖ Ms. Nelson commented. 

 We need your help.  If you would like to participate 

please contact Mrs. Nelson at dnelson@foapl.org. 

Public Library Debacle – Who’s Responsible?  

We measure the value of a civilized society 

by the number of libraries it opens … To 

deprive citizens of access to this most 

precious thing, a library, is to surrender to 

a savage and stupid fundamentalism - the 

worship of the market. We do not need to 

do this. We should resist it passionately.  

 

--Philip Pullman,  

author of ―His Dark Materials‖  

The following is an excerpted Op-Ed published on behalf of Friends of 

the Antigua Public Library—NY, Inc. following Dr. Jacqui Quinn-

Leandro’s inspection of proposed new library facility in Antigua 

earlier this year. 
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From The President’s Desk 

By Beverly Benjamin-George 

 

J 
amaica Kincaid was right.  Antigua and Barbuda really 

IS a small place. If we just took the time, we might be 

surprised to find out that many of us are related, either by 

blood or marriage.   

 As you read on, you’ll learn that Friends of the Antigua 

Public Library—Inc. will be working closely with the Antigua 

Public Library, to create an Antigua & Barbuda Genealogy Data-

base.  The objective is to make vital statistical information avail-

able, not only to historians and researchers, but to the average 

Antiguan and Barbudan interested in learning more about our families.  We hope that you 

will assist us by providing your information, or even submitting your inquiries.  Mrs. 

Nelson, the former Director of the Antigua Public Library, and Dr. Lowes of Columbia 

University will work closely to get this project off the ground.  We know that it will be a 

success with your help.  For more information on this project, please contact Mrs. Nelson 

at dnelson@foapl.org. 

Save this date—June 5, 2011.  That’s when we’ll be hosting our annual Spring 

Brunch, and celebrating our Antigua & Barbuda family.  Our theme for that event is 

―Who Do You Think You Are?  In Search Of Our Roots.‖   We invite you to come out 

and support us.  We have tickets available.  For more information, please call (646) 823-

3399, or reach out to Ophetta David at Ophetta@foapl.org. 

Let’s  tip our collective hats to Mrs. Dorothea Nelson who entered retirement this 

year, after 37 years of service in the field of Education, the last 13 of which were spent as 

Director of the Antigua Public Library.  Mrs. Nelson left an indelible legacy, and made a 

difference— not only on the institution of the library, but in the lives of the patrons and 

staff.  We wish her all the best, but knowing her, she will not be resting any time soon, 

but will pursue further knowledge in an effort to give service to Antiguans and Barbu-

dans.  Job well done Mrs. Nelson! 

As we turn the page to a new chapter, let us extend a warm welcome to Mrs. Ryllis 

Burns-Mannix, the new Acting Director of the Antigua Public Library.  We look forward 

to working together with her, as she works to make a National Public Library in Antigua 

& Barbuda a reality. We know that her energy and enthusiasm will translate into more 

positive changes as the library prepares for its new home. 

Just a reminder, June 25, 2011 will be a busy day!  We will be hosting our annual 

meeting and elections, along with our last book club meeting for 2010-2011.  Please 

come out and spend the day with us.  For information and location, contact us at 

info@foapl.org.  We look forward to seeing you! 

Yours, Beverly 

Save The Date 

Friends Book Club 

Sat., June 25, 2011 at 3:00 pm 

Our book selection is: 

Crossing The Mangrove,  

by Maryce Conte (Guadalupe) 

Please RSVP at info@foapl.org,  

or call (516) 462-9201.   

Location:  Call for location 

Refreshments will be on hand. 

**Members, please bring a book selections for this 

summer’s reading list and for next year’s club** 
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We will be celebrating our 
families on June 5, 2011.  Share 

photographs of your parents, 
grandparents or elders with us.  
Send them to info@foapl.org by 

June 3, 2011  

O 
n Saturday June 25, 2011 at 3:00 pm, 

Friends of the Antigua Public Library will be 

conducting its annual elections as a part of its 

general membership and book club meeting.  

For location, please call (646) 823-3399.   

The offices that are up for election include that of 

President, Treasurer and Secretary.  If you are 

interested in running for these positions, 

please contact us at info@foapl.org, and let 

us know of your intentions.   

      Nominations will also be taken 

from the floor, at which time, the 

names will be presented to be voted 

on by the members present at the 

meeting. 

      The Friends of Antigua Public 

Library was established in 2006. Among it numerous 

activities, the organization hosts the Friends’ Book Club, 

and helps promote literacy and literary arts in Antigua 

and Barbuda through its annual Summer Reading 

Program, and Literary & Visual Arts Competition.  The 

organization also hosts ―Movie Night‖ and ―Story Night‖ 

annually, along with its popular ―Meet The Author 

Series,‖ where Caribbean authors are invited to speak 

with the membership.  The Collecting Memories Project, 

collects and compiles stories, photographs and oral 

history from Antiguans and Barbudans throughout the 

Diaspora. 

 For more information about Friends of the 

Antigua Public Library—New York, Inc., please visit our 

website at www.foapl.org. 

FOAPL ELECTIONS ON THE WAY 
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I 
 was speaking with a friend just the other day, and 

she mentioned that she remembered me wearing 

head wraps back in the day. She thought I was 

quite the trend setter in my day. Little did she 

know, fashion had nothing to do with it. 

I was about 12 years old. A VERY mature 12 years 

old. It was the late '60s, and Princess Margaret School 

was holding it's annual fete. PM School always held the 

best fetes. I already told all of my friends that I would 

definitely be there. There was just one problem. My 

mother made it very clear - I was not going! I was so 

angry! All my girl friends 

were expecting me. How 

could I show my face in 

school the next day if I didn't 

go? I made up my mind. I 

WAS GOING TO PM'S 

FETE! 

I went to my room, got 

dressed, and while my 

mother was in the living 

room with her eyes trained 

on the front door, I decided to jump through my bedroom 

window.  

It was about 3pm, and I got there just in time to 

dance in the steel band. I was having a ball, until a boy 

everyone called Squall decided to tease me.  

"See she? A Fu me gyual she be. Me go dance 

behind she" he started bragging to his friends. 

Infuriated, I stopped dancing and yelled back, "if you 

only touch me, me go chap you!"  

Clearly he didn't want to lose face with his friends. 

He charged for me and tried to grab me. I wrestled away, 

grabbed a smooth stone and aimed for his forehead. I did 

not miss. He cried out in pain, and blood started to spray 

everywhere. 

I panicked.  I was so afraid, I ran as fast as I could 

down Back Street, turned on Popeshead and then cut 

through to St. Georges Street, heading straight to my 

grandmother's house. I hid under her bed. Next thing I 

heard was a woman outside my grandmother's house 

yelling "Ms. Teague, yuh granddaughter chap me son!" 

My grandmother, who tried to walk a fine line 

between appeasing, and not conceding guilt, said "well, I 

don't know, what did he do to her? She wouldn't do such 

a thing unless he interfered with her." 

My grandmother helped to clean up the poor boy's 

wounds that was making such a mess on his cloths. After 

(Continued on page 7) 

Share Your Story! 

In this section, we feature stories from our 

Collecting Memories Project.  Our stories bring us 

close to the truth, and the truth will bring us closer 

together.   To read or comment on additional 

stories, please visit our story blog at: 

antiguastories.wordpress.com.   

FOAPL’s Digital Archives:   

Bishop’s Lodge, circa 1930. 

Photograph:  Jose Anjo 

By Lionel (Max) Hurst 

 

Bishop's Lodge is the office of the Anglican 

Bishopric. It is located on Redcliffe Street, between 

East And Cross Streets, occupying almost 1 acre of 

land.  This ancient building was 100 years old, was 

razed in 1964 to make way for a modern building of 

cement and steel. A portion of the stonework of the old 

building remains. The brick fence that remains was 

built with ballast from the ships that brought supplies 

from the UK and were returning with their holds filled 

with bags of sugar. The Lodge sits on nearly one acre 

of prime real estate, unheard of in much of St. John's 

for any property.  

Bishop Knowles, who was enthroned on February 

3 1953, began a building boom of Anglican buildings 

throughout St. John’s. The new Bishop's Lodge still 

stands and serves as the office of the Bishopric.  

The current Bishop,  The Right Reverend Errol 

Brooks lives in Anguilla, the place where he served 

before winning an election, ten years ago, and is 

responsible for overseeing 12 islands including Aruba, 

Anguilla, St. Maarten, Saba, St. Gustas Chia, St. Barts, 

St. Kitts, Nevis and Antigua, Barbuda, Montserrat and 

Dominica. These islands comes under the umbrella of 

the Diocese of the Northeastern Caribbean and Aruba. 

There are eight dioceses that make up the Anglican 

Province of the West Indies. 

Collecting Memories Project 

A Disobedient Child Is Worthy  
Of A Head Scarf 

Doreen Walker  

1960’s 
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FOAPL Profile:  Mrs. Ryllis Mannix, Acting Chief Librarian, Antigua Public Library 

T 
he Ministry Education announced the 

appointment of Mrs. Ryllis Burns-Mannix as 

Acting Director of The Antiguan Public 

Library. Mrs. Mannix  replaces Mrs. Dorothea 

Nelson who recently retired after holding the post for 

over 10 years. 

Mrs. Mannix comes to the post with years of 

experience, having worked in the education and library 

science fields for many years.  

She hails from the Village of Ottos Newtown, and is 

a proud product of The Antigua Girls High School. Mrs. 

Mannix completed her tertiary education at the Antigua 

State College.  She is a graduate of the Teacher Training 

Department of the University of the West Indies, and 

obtained her Bachelor’s Degree at the University of 

Wales. 

Mrs. Mannix began her teaching career 

at the All Saint's Secondary School (1 year). 

She was assigned to establish a library 

program at the Antigua Girls' High School 

(3 years).  

Miss Marjorie Gonzalves, the school 

library supervisor at the time, placed Mrs. 

Mannix under the supervision/mentorship 

of Mrs. Hazelyn Francis, the teacher-

librarian at the Ottos Comprehensive 

School, and later Ms. Daisy Lake, Librarian 

at the Library Headquarters at Princess 

Margaret School. Both of these persons 

helped to groom Mrs. Mannix in the art of librarianship. 

Mrs. Mannix's dedication to the establishment and 

development of school libraries has seen her assigned to 

other schools such as the Princess Margaret School (6 

yrs.) and the Antigua Grammar School (11yrs.).  She was 

also instrumental in starting the library program at the 

Antigua Grammar School. To this day that program is 

one of the highlights on the school's calendar. 

 Her successful track record led to her appointment 

as the Education Officer in charge of school library 

services.  In that post, she had to find resources for both 

public and private schools, finding creative ways to fill 

vital needs in a ministry that is constantly cash-strapped 

and focused on other priorities. 

Mrs. Mannix looks forward to the challenges of her 

new post as Acting Director of the Antigua Public 

Library. 

"There are numerous programs and services 

currently available to our patrons. I want to get the word 

out, and where necessary, enhance our programs and 

introduce new ones." said Mrs. Mannix. "I want to make 

sure that the staff's training continues, so that the service 

we provide is relevant and the best that can be provided. I 

want to make sure that the library is used as a chief 

information resource by citizens, where we can help to 

raise awareness and provide information on many of the 

issues that our community is currently facing." 

Mrs. Mannix welcomes the dedication, commitment 

and support received from organizations such as FOAPL. 

"We have worked collaboratively in the past, hosting 

programs such as the annual summer reading program 

and the literary and visual arts competition. I look 

forward to future collaboration, such as the Collecting 

Memories Project and the Genealogy Project that is under 

way. 

Mrs. Mannix was kind enough to answer some of 

our standard questions posed to our Profile candidates. . 

We wish Mrs. Mannix success, and our unstinting 

support. 

 

What is your favorite book? I have many favorites, 

but if I have to choose, I would say I enjoy the writings 

of Pastor Jim Cymbala. His books are always 

very uplifting. 

What is your greatest extravagance? I am not 

an extravagant person, but I love elegant dresses. 

What makes you laugh? Anything amusing, 

because I love a good joke; but my husband’s 

addictive smile, and my children's antics always 

manage to make me laugh. 

What is the trait you most deplore in others? 

Disrespect and improper manners. Unfortunately, 

this is a trait that seems to be on the rise in our 

country. 

What is the trait you most admire in others? I 

admire and deeply respect those who respect our 

elders.  The elderly are a goldmine of knowledge and 

information. 

What is the most important lesson life has taught 

you so far? If I begin each day with God, he will remove 

all obstacles in my path. I believe in that assurance. 

Why is a functioning National Library System in 

Antigua & Barbuda important? It is important that our 

library remains accessible to all, regardless of race, color, 

or language, and it should offer everyone the opportunity 

to keep up with current affairs, arts, science, and to be 

aware of what is happening in the world. It is needed to 

help train our children to operate computer systems and 

to expose them to cutting-edge technology. 

Why is FOAPL important? FOAPL leads by 

example. It shows that no matter where Antiguans and 

Barbudans go throughout the world, we all have a culture 

of national service, and a desire to give back. Friends of 

the library have been true friends, providing resources, 

and serving as a true advocate. 

How would you like to be remembered? I would 

like to be remembered as a person who always chose to 

do the right thing, who did what was fair and stood on 

principle, even if it meant standing alone.  I  believe that 

if I lend a hand along the way, or mentored someone 

positively, my footprints will forever be engrained in the 

sands of time.  
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was very happy with the level of work that had been 

going on. She was quoted as saying that ―[t]he 

contractors have assured us that the building should be 

finished by the end of 2009, but initially we had hoped 

that the facility could be completed for the new school 

term in September [2009]. We are working on it.‖ A year 

and two months later, very little has been done. 

As we read about the results of the ―walk through,‖ 

we were profoundly disappointed, but not surprised. 

There was a lot of finger pointing and blame laying, but 

no one took responsibility.  

Who is really responsible for this debacle? If we 

look at the situation honestly, all of us as citizens are 

responsible. From 5:55am on October 8th, 1974 until 

today, we have failed to hold both the ALP and UPP 

governments accountable. We become outraged when we 

learn of these facts, but we cannot sustain our indignation 

enough to force a change. Our attention is easily diverted 

by the latest political scandal, ignorance, or the slightest 

salacious news that peek our prurient interests.  

Former Minister of Education Bertrand Joseph, and 

the current Minister Jacqui Quinn Leandro failed to take 

a hands-on approach to this matter. ―Walk-throughs‖ 

every 14 months to 2 years simply are not good enough.  

Who can forget former Minister Bertrand Joseph’s 

promise, which was published in the December 13, 2007 

edition of the Antigua Sun? He assured us that the 

necessary funding for the completion of the facility was 

available and furnishings were already in place. Now we 

hear, there’s no more money, and the government is now 

contemplating approaching the bank, hat-in-hand.  

His most haunting comments in 2007 was ―[t]his is 

no longer a promise, it is a guarantee to the people of 

Antigua and Barbuda. I guarantee you that the building 

will be ready by next year.‖ Fast forward to March 2011, 

nothing has changed.  

A building that sits for as long as this structure has 

will most definitely experience significant deterioration. 

Were condition surveys and invasive probes done to 

determine the full extent of the deterioration? Were they 

budgeted for?   We learn of a leaking cistern.  What 

implications will this have on a structure housing books?  

Is there a danger of mold?  If so, what will be the health 

implication on the staff and patrons?  We don’t know 

because those questions were never asked by the press, 

therefore neither the Ministry, nor representatives of the 

board or any contractor felt compelled to provide this 

vital information.  

We remember years ago when the Board of 

Education asked Gilcon Enterprises to provide a price to 

complete the library. We recall Gilcon making several 

attempts to do this, however, their offers (which in 

hindsight, were much less than the current cost overruns), 

were constantly rejected, with the usual refrain – it’s too 

high. This went on for an incredibly long time, until the 

(Continued from page 1) Board of Education unilaterally placed the contract into 

the hands of a consortium of local contractors.  

The decision to use a consortium of contractors 

where no one was in charge should have been a signal of 

troubles ahead. No one was accountable. The particulars 

of the job were never outlined, and no one, other than the 

local citizens of Antigua and Barbuda owned the risks.  

The library is currently housed atop the Lolita 

Building, for which the government pays rent. The 

conditions the patrons and staff are exposed to daily are 

dangerous and unsafe. If it rains, the staff has to figure 

out ways to stave off flooding to protect the books, 

computers and servers without being electrocuted. They 

are forever finding ways to outsmart thieves who break in 

and steal everything other than a book. There is only one 

way to enter and exit the premises. This is a fire hazard. 

One air conditioner needs freon, and the other leaks so 

much that staff is forced to use buckets and containers as 

water catchment to avert a tripping hazard to the patrons. 

When the air conditioners break down, which happens 

fairly regularly, the library turns into Dante’s inferno, and 

all hope (and the library) is abandoned. Is there even a 

branch library in Barbuda? Well that’s a topic for another 

day.  

We cannot be afraid of building institutions that 

benefit our children. To deprive our children of a 

functioning library is truly to surrender to a savage and 

stupid fundamentalism. IF WE CARE ABOUT A 

NATIONAL LIBRARY, IT SHOULD NOT TAKE 36 

YEARS TO BUILD ONE! Whatever happened to ―raise 

the standard … raise it boldly?‖  

Let us all share the responsibility of creating this 

much-needed institution. We can start by:  

creating a library fund so that citizens at home and 

abroad, can invest proudly in this institution. We 

should not stand with our collective hat-in-hand, 

waiting for some bank or foreign benefactor to help 

us. We can do this ourselves.  

Establishing a foundation, with a Board of Trustees, 

responsible for the day-to-day operation of the 

library. Their responsibilities should include 

instituting a fundraising program to increase 

philanthropic gifts. This would alleviate financial 

dependency on the government, and reduce a bloated 

bureaucracy,  that gives rise to graft and corruption.  

 These are our suggestions, and we are willing to 

work with the government to see them come to fruition.  

However, while the powers-that-be plot their next course 

of action and plan their next walk through, the staff will 

continue working, and patrons will continue to seek out 

the services of the Antigua Public Library in its cramped, 

stifling quarters atop the Lolita Building. Until then, let’s 

pray that it doesn’t rain.  

 

Respectfully submitted ,  

Friends of the Antigua Public Library – NY, Inc.  

The APL Debacle—Who’s Responsible? 
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he and his mother left, I finally pulled myself out from 

under the bed, said goodbye to my grandmother and 

made my way home. 

It was now about 7pm. It was dark, and I was tired. 

Before I had a chance to figure out how I would make it 

into the house, my mother, who is not even 5 feet tall, 

reached out the front door, grabbed and pull me into the 

house, tackled me to the ground and straddled me. Before 

I even knew what hit me, I felt shaving cream slathered 

on my head, and my hair was being shaved. 

"That will teach you to be own way!" she yelled. 

"there's only one woman in this house!" By the time I 

caught myself, I was bald. 

When I got up in the morning, I started preparing for 

school. I took one look at the mirror and was horrified! 

How was I going to go to school with my head looking 

like this?" I suddenly remembered that I had a head scarf. 

I took a little time and placed it on my head and headed 

out for school.  

I wore head scarves for sometime, even after my hair 

grew back, and while most if my friends thought I had 

my own individual fashion style, little did they know, it 

was to cover-up my punishment for being stubborn and 

disobedient. 

(Continued from page 4) 

A Disobedient Child Is Worthy Of A Head Scarf 

What’s On Your Summer Reading List? 

Community  

Calendar 
 

June, 2011 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 2011 –  Roots of Bolans 
Development Group Pre-Summer FISH FRY & BBQ! 
3:00pm-10:00pm. At: 1001 Kelly Street, Bronx, NY 10459.  
For more information Contact: Mayers Turner: 646-256-
1704, Rosannette Kirby: 347-594-3890.  Visit us! 
www.roots-of-bolans.com 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE  5, 2011:  FOAPL’s  Spring Brunch   
―Celebrating Family!‖  2:00pm—6:00 pm at The Antigua 
& Barbuda House.  Tickets $35.  For more information call 
(646) 823-3399. 

 

FRIDAY, JUNE 10, 2011 @ 7:30pm: Birthers—At St. 
Francis College, 180 Remsen St., Brooklyn, New York.  
Sponsored by the Caribbean Cultural Theatre, featuring 3 
Caribbean-American writers:  

A. Nicole Jackson (US/Antigua) 

Euneek Kebreau (US/Haiti) 

David Mills (US/Jamaica) 
For tickets, call (718) 783-8345/(718) 994-5496 or (917) 
202-0696. 
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2011 @ 4:00pm: Steel Pan Concert 
- sponsored by The Church of the Crucifixion and City 
South Steel Orchestra at 440 Convent Ave, New York, NY 
10031 (between W. 149th Street and 150th Street).  
Donation $25.00  For information, call Johnny Gomes (646) 
552-7149. 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2011 @ 5:00pm: Celebration of the 
Word - CCT Benefit celebrating Poets & Passion 5th 
Anniversary.  Marlon James, author of ―Book of Night 
Women‖ is one of the featured speakers.  St. Francis 
College, 182 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, New York.  Tickets 
$35.  to purchase tickets, go to theatermania.com 

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2011 – Antigua/Barbuda 
Cultural Society is celebrating 23 year of service at its 
Annual Dinner Dance, Saturday, June 18, 2011 at Antuns, 
96-43 Springfield Blvd, Queens Village, NY from 9pm to 
2am. For info: Maple:718-527-8064; Ruth 718-341-3685. 

 

 
SATURDAY, JUNE  25 @ 3:00pm: 
Friends Book Club General Meeting & 
Barbecue Please RSVP at info@foapl.org 
for information about location.  Our book 
selection will be Crossing The Mangrove 
by Maryse Conde of Guadalupe. 

Friends Book Club takes its summer hiatus in June 

and will return in October, but the reading 

continues.  Here’s how our Summer Read-

ing List is shaping up so far… 

How The Garcia Girls Lost Their 

Accents, by Julia Alvarez. 

The Ditch Digger’s Daughters by 

Yvonne S. Thornton. 

The Color of Water by James 

McBride. 

The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson 

Jesus Boy by Preston Allen. 

The Story of the Cannibal Woman by Maryse 

Conde. 

Family by J. California Cooper. 

Some Soul to Keep by J. California Cooper. 

Homemade Love by J. California Cooper. 

Life Is So Good, by David Lawson. 

Same Kind Of Difference As Me, by Ron Hall, 

Denver Moore, and Lyn Vincent. 

So what are you reading this summer?  Share your 

suggestions with us at info@foapl.org. Happy reading! 
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O 
ur book club met in April to discuss Marlon James's 

book, Book of Night Women. The novel was as 

delicious as the refreshments we had 

on hand.  If you have not read this 

book before, perhaps a warning should be in 

order. The compelling story is peppered with 

strong and graphic language, and intense 

brutality.  

Six slave women make up this band of 

―Night Women.‖  Most of them were the product 

of the overseer Jack Wilson's rape of slave 

women.  Inspired by the revolution in 

neighboring Saint-Domingue (Haiti), these 

women manage to steal away at night to solidify 

their plans to start an insurrection, and fight their 

way to freedom. 

Lilith, the protagonist of the novel, makes 

up the uneven 7th member of this band of 

women.  However, this green-eyed slave 

woman's ambitions threatens to stymie the plans 

set in place by the night women.  

Homer leads the group of night women, and is motivated 

to take revenge on the slave masters and overseers that have 

meted out savage brutality against her, and her children.  

The author was skillful in teleporting the reader to colonial 

Jamaica during the late 18th and early 19th century. Not only 

are we exposed to the brutality of the period, but 

to the social classifications in both White and 

Slave society.   

     While the slaves were introduced to 

Christianity and cleave to its promises of freedom 

and salvation, if not in this life, then the next, they 

still held tightly to their African religions and 

practices.  They respected Asaabe Yaa (Mother 

Nature), and held faith in Olakun the orisha who 

protects those who survived the middle passage.  

In most modern African-American Baptist 

churches, this orisha is celebrated as the Maafa. 

     As usual, our book club's discussion of this 

book was engaging and lively. We highly 

recommend that you add this book to your 

summer's reading list.  

******** 

If you have never visited our book club meetings, 

I encourage you to join us. Our next scheduled 

book club meeting will be held on the Saturday, June 25, 2011 

at 2:30pm. We will be having our annual barbecue and fish fry. 

Please call us at (646) 823-3399 for information and location.  

All are welcomed. 

FOAPL-NY, Inc  

Membership Application 

I would like to serve on the following committees 

Join today!  Annual membership is US$25.00.  You can join online or 
make your check payable to Friends of the Antigua Public Library, 
and send it, along with this completed application to us at FOAPL-NY, 
INC., Church Street Station, P.O. Box 1926, NY, NY 10008. 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

E-mail 

Book Review:  Book Of Night Women 

By Beverly Benjamin-George 

Oral History Workshop 

Newsletter/Public Relations 

Grants & Proposals 

Membership 

Book Club (Dues—$20 per year). 

Notice of General Meeting 

 

N 
otice is hereby given that the general 

meeting of Friends of the Antigua Pub-

lic Library will be held on 
 

 Saturday, June 25, 2011  
 
At 3:00 on at (Location to be announced) for the 

following purposes: 

To receive the Minutes; 

To receive the Treasurer’s report; 

To receive the President’s report; 

To elect 3 officers—(President, Treasurer and 

Secretary).  If you are a member and are interested 

in being considered for any of these positions, 

please contact Ms. Ophetta David at 

ophetta@foapl.org.  

 

BOOK CLUB MEETING  & BBQ 

 TO FOLLOW  

IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARDS   
Please call (516) 695-6772 for location. 

 

Dated:  May 24, 2011 

 

Marlon James will be appearing on June 12, 2011, 5:00 pm at St. Francis College, 182 Remsen St., Brooklyn Heights, NY 11201.  

This is a  benefit for Caribbean Cultural Theatre.  For more information contact Mr. E. Wayne at (718) 783-8345. 


