
 

About Southbank Centre 

 

Southbank Centre’s vision is to be the world’s most inspiring centre for the arts. Its heritage is rooted in 

the 1951 Festival of Britain, widely acknowledged to be one of the most democratic gestures of the last 

century. Today, Southbank Centre’s 21 acre site comprises stunning outdoor riverside space, the Royal 

Festival Hall, the Queen Elizabeth Hall, the Purcell Room and Hayward Gallery as well as the Saison 

Poetry Library and the Arts Council Collection.  We offer a world-class artistic programme featuring 

dance, performance, literature, music, visual arts and contemporary culture. We also host four resident 

orchestras and run a thriving Artist in Residence programme. As the largest single-run arts centre in the 

world, Southbank Centre attracts over 20 million visitors per year to its site. 

 

Reflecting the heritage of the site, Southbank Centre’s programming model is based on a series of 

festivals such as Imagine, the annual children’s literature festival and Alchemy, a festival which explores 

the relationship between the UK, Indian and Southern Asian cultures. Last summer, we held the hugely 

successful Festival of Britain, which celebrated the 60
th
 anniversary of the original Festival of Britain. 

Southbank Centre has extensive experience of delivering major international festivals and has staged 

Poetry International, the UK’s biggest poetry festival for the past 30 years. 

 

Over the past few years, we have found that the excitement of festival and the range of events they offer 

promote access and persuades people to try new art forms either as participants or as audience 

members. As a result, major international festivals like the forthcoming Festival of the World (1 June – 9 

September 2012) have become the basis of our programming.  

 

Poetry Parnassus 

 

Poetry Parnassus will form a major part of Festival of the World. It will be an unprecedented gathering of 

poets who will be invited from the 204 competing Olympic nations to take part in a week-long festival of 

readings, workshops and a host of other events at Southbank Centre. By bringing up to 204 international 

poets to this festival, we will offer a unique opportunity for the exchange of ideas which will lead to greater 

cultural awareness and understanding in a celebration of Olympic and Paralympic values. Linisa S W 

George has been invited to represent Antigua.  

 

Poetry Parnassus poets have been selected following an open nominations process which attracted 

nearly 5,000 public entries, and the final group of poets have been chosen by a panel led by Jude Kelly, 

Southbank Centre’s artistic director, and Simon Armitage. The chosen poets will be invited to stay in 

London during the week of Poetry Parnassus where they will participate in a variety of different sized 

events including individual and collaborative readings and workshops.  

 

To accompany the festival, an anthology will be published, The World Record, featuring contributions 

from each participating poet and a special handwritten edition will be deposited in the Saison Poetry 

Library. Selected poets will also be invited to take part in a UK tour where they will have the opportunity to 

present their work in a variety of settings such as libraries and prisons.  

 

We aim to involve as many as people as possible in Poetry Parnassus through offering affordable ticket 

prices and free, accessible events around the site. Poetry will pervade the entire Southbank Centre site 

during the festival as it will be painted on the walls, announced over loud speakers, and there will be a 

range of innovative and interactive events around the site that will encourage people to write. The festival 

will also be documented online and through new media channels, ensuring that the events will be 

disseminated to the widest audience possible.  


