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Remarks by the Counsel General 
Book Launch – Fri., 18th Jan 2013 
New College, University of Toronto 

 

 

I have been a lover of books from as far back as I can remember. When I was 

growing up and attending school in Antigua, Literature was my favourite 

subject. I never aspired to be a writer, but I have always admired writers and 

hold them in great esteem. My favourite was Caribbean Literature. At a very 

young age I recognized that there was a scarcity of Antiguan and Barbudan 

writings. And there was a time, in youthful ignorance and naivety, I thought this 

was because our stories were not interesting, and no one would read them.  I am 

much wiser now. 

 

That is why this event this evening is such a delight for me. On behalf of the 

Consulate General here in Toronto, and the Government of Antigua and 

Barbuda, I congratulate Dr. Prince not just for this most recent piece of work that 

is a first of it’s kind, but for her life’s work dedicated to developing and 

advancing the body of literary works by Antiguans and Barbudans and people 

who share our heritage. 

 

This most recent piece of work, by it’s very nature, is ground-breaking. Ground-

breaking in that, it is the first anthology of works exclusively by people of 

Antiguan and Barbudan heritage. Furthermore, it spans generations, bringing 

together the voices of a new generation of writers with some whom I consider as 

pioneers in the field. IT is also the first literary work to bring together voices 

from the Diaspora in Canada, the US, the UK and Antigua and Barbuda. It 
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features a variety of genres in an exciting mix that shows the versatility of the 

contributors.  This seminal piece of work is certainly a special one. It is unique in 

the variety of pieces penned by people whose roots are in this small, proud and 

special country we call Antigua and Barbuda. It is a most welcome addition to a 

still too-small and under recognized body of work.  

 

Indeed, the only other publication that would come close to a pre-curser for this 

is one that was done by the Ministry of Education in the late 70s featuring 10 

years of winners of the National Creative Writing Competition, from 1967--77.  It 

was called "Young Antiguans Write." An interesting fact, is that you have, in this 

collection, a piece from at least one of the contributors whose essay was one 

featured in that collection some 35 years ago.   

 

It is an illustration that “Antiguan and Barbudan writers have matured 

incredibly in their talent and have shown tenacity and perseverance in a field 

where rewards are quite rare.” 

 

It is a further illustration that, … and here I quote one of the contributors in the 

book  who is based in Antigua …“writing is not simply something that we do as 

school "composition" anymore…. Rather, those who continue to write are 

following a calling, fulfilling a passion, to tell our stories, new and different 

though they are in maturity, location, or voice. 

 

“Anytime we tell our own tales, they are well told, speaking, as they do, about us 

and to us.” … end quote. 
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 Just about every person I know who is a writer often laments how hard and, 

often, thankless the job of writing is, and that, without the dedication of people 

like Dr. Prince and Itah Sadu, to getting such writers published, too many stories 

that ought to be told would remain untold. In my conversation with with one of 

the contributors about the book, she profoundly stated that, “If it were not for 

people like Althea our flowers would bloom and die in the desert air with no one 

to inhale the perfume.  We, the writers, thank ‘her’ and each other, accordingly, 

for the inspiration and the affirmation.” And that is from Giselle Isaac, who is 

featured in the book, and whose essay was also featured in the 1970’s publication 

I mentioned before. 

 

Dr. Prince, in 2006 when you were awarded the Prime Minister’s Award for your 

outstanding contributions and achievements in the field of Arts and Culture, we 

had no idea there was still so much to come from you. On behalf of the Consulate 

General and the Government of Antigua and Barbuda, we thank you for taking 

on this worthy task and for your life’s work, and for being a mentor, a gate 

opener, a role model and an inspiration for Antiguans and Barbudans at home 

and in the Diaspora, but for so many people who have been touched by your 

talent.  

 

To Itah, and A Different Booklist/A Different Publisher, thank you for providing 

a space for our writers work, a venue for their expression and a vehicle for their 

exposure. 

 

To Melanie Newton, Director of Caribbean Studies, thank you for your support. 
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My colleague Members of the Caribbean Consular Corps 

Consul General of St. Lucia Michael Lewis; 

Consul General of Guyana Sattie Sawah; 

Consul General of Trinidad and Tobago Dr. Vidya Ghan Tota-Maharaj; 

And we also have with us the Cultural Affairs Officer of the Consulate of the 

Phillippines Ms. Janet L. Hizon. 

 

It’s great to see all of you who have taken the time to be here and support our 

writers, support the advancement of Caribbean literary works. There’s a lot more 

to come from Antigua and Barbuda … a small country with a lot to offer the 

international community. Thank you and do enjoy the rest of the programme. 

 

 

 

 


