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THE COUNT DOWN IS ON TO  
THE 2012 NATIONAL SPORTS AWARDS! 

 

 

There are only ten days left to the 

Annual National Sports Awards! The 

event which will be held under the 

distinguished patronage of the Acting 

Minister of Education, Sports, Youth 

and Gender Affairs, Sen. Hon. 

Winston Williams Jr. will be held on 

Thursday June 20, 2013 at the 

Grand Royal Antiguan Resort at 7:00 

p.m. As the level of excitement 

climbs, the Ministry of Sports has 

concluded its tabulation of nominees 

for the various categories. 

Congratulations to the following 

sports personalities who have been 

nominated for awards by the 

National Sports Associations:    

 
1. ANTIGUA/BARBUDA BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 

 
Brian Matthew     (Sportsman) 
 

2. ANTIGUA/BARBUDA  BODYBUILDING & WEIGHTLIFING ASSOCIATION 
 
Delamine Andrew    (Sportswoman) 
 

3. ANTIGUA/BARBUDA CRICKET ASSOCIATION 
 
Rahkeem Cornwall    (Sportsman) 
 

4. ANTIGUA/ BARBUDA CYCLING ASSOCIATION 
 
Jyme Bridges     (Sportsman) 
Tamiko Butler     (Sportswoman) 
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5. ANTIGUA/BARBUDA GOLF ASSOCIATION 
 
R. Paul Michael     (Sportsman) 
 

6. ANTIGUA/BARBUDA FOOTBALL ASSSOCIATION 
 
Quinton Griffith     (Sportsman) 
Amelia Greene     (Sportswoman) 

 
7. ANTIGUA/BARBUDA NETBALL ASSOCIATION 

 
Ronita Baptiste     (Sportswoman) 
Randy Frederick     (Sportsman) 
 

 
8. ANTIGUA/BARBUDA SWIMMING ASSOCIATION 

 
Karin Clashing     (Sportswoman) 
 

9. ANTIGUA/BARBUDA TENNIS ASSOCIATION 
 

Alicia Williams     (Sportswoman) 
 

10. ANTIGUA/BARBUDA TRIATHLON ASSOCIATION 
 
Andre Simon     (Sportsman) 
 

 
MIND SPORTS PERSONS OF THE YEAR 

 
11. ANTIGUA/ BARBUDA SPORTS BILLIARDS ASSOCIATION 

 
Bernard Percival     (Sportsman) 
Sira Berzas     (Sportswoman) 
    

12. ANTIGUA/BARBUDA  DOMINO ASSOCIATION 
 
Lorraine Richardson    (Sportswoman) 
 

13.        ANTIGUA /BARBUDA WARRI ASSOCIATION 
 
Terrance Charles    (Sportsman) 
 
14. ANTIGUA  CONTRACT BRIDGE ASSOCIATION 

 
Al James ( Posthumously)    (Sportsman) 
Myrna Norde     (Sportswoman) 
 

COACH OF THE YEAR 
 
NETBALL    -  Mrs. Oleno Knight 
 
SWIMMING   -  Mr. Mark Mitchell 
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TOP SPORTS OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR 
 
 
BODYBUILDING  -  Mr. Errol Williams 
 
CRICKET    -  Mr. Wilden Cornwall 
 
CYCLING    -  Mr. Roland Morgan Jr. 
 
NETBALL    -          Mrs. Daphne Edwards-Simmons 
 
TRIATHLON   -  Mr. Cleofoster Harris 
 

HONOUR ROLL 
 
NETBALL    -          Mrs. Cleopatra Mongolas-James 
 

SPORTS CLUB 
 
NETBALL    -  Potters Sports Club 
 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 
 
NETBALL    -  Mrs. Ekua Richards 
 

 
The evening will be full of surprises 

with the announcement of not only 

the coveted sportsman and sports 

woman of the year but the 

announcement of some special 

categories such as the Ministers 

Performance Awards, the 

Department of Sports Awards as well 

as a new category, the Leroy 

Williams Athletics Coach of the Year 

Award. 

 

2011 Sports Persons of the Year, L - R: Heraldo Richards: Mind Sports,        

Tamiko Butler: Sports Woman, Robert Marsh: Sports Man 
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Antigua and Barbuda to host OECS Education Ministers 
Meeting this September. 

 
In keeping with a commitment made 
by the Substantive Minister of 
Education, Sports, Youth and Gender 
Affairs at the 2012 OECS Education 
Ministers Meeting in St. Kitts Nevis, 
the Acting Education Minister, Sen. 
Hon. Winston Williams Jr. dispatched 
a letter to the OECS Head, 
Education Development 
Management Unit, Mr. Marcellus 
Albertin, re-confirming Antigua and 
Barbuda’s commitment host the 
annual meeting of OECS Education 
Policy Leaders. The Acting 
Education Minister also 
commissioned under his 
Chairmanship, a Planning 
Committee to handle the local 
aspects of the meeting which is 
expected to take place September 
24 – 26, 2013. The Committee held 
its first meeting on June 4, 2013 and 
is expected to make arrangements 
for conference venue, secretariat 
support, ground transportation and 
hospitality services for the meeting 
and associated ceremonies. 
Administrative Assistant in the 
Education Planning Unit, Jeannette 
Mason, will serve as the local head 
of the Secretariat for the meeting and 

lead in these areas. Assistant 
Director of Education, Planning, 
Training and Services, Doristeen 
Etinoff, will take the local lead on 
technical aspects of the meeting 
including the agenda, meeting theme, 
local content for the associated 
ceremonies and the participation of 
local education stakeholders. The 
Minister's Secretariat will address 
areas relating to promotion and 
administrative services for the 
Committee through the Special 
Projects Unit headed by Coordinator, 
Anne Jonas. The first meeting of the 
Planning Committee agreed to begin 
engaging the relevant officials both 
within and outside of the Ministry of 
Education to partner with the Ministry 
as it strives to host a successful 
meeting.  
 
At the 22nd OECS Education 
Minister's meeting held in St. Kitts 
Nevis, S. Sarah Owen, Head, UWI 
Open Campus, St. Kitts & Nevis 
delivered the Feature Address on the 
theme, “OECS  Education: 
Contributing to a Deeper, Stronger, 
Economic Union”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mr. Marcellus Albertin, Head - 

OECS Education Development Unit 
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OECS Contract Bridge Championships a Success  

 

The 26th OECS Contract Bridge Tournament was held   

in Antigua and Barbuda at the Grand Royal Antiguan 

Resort from June 7 – 9, 2013. The tournament was a 

keenly contested one with the 2012 Champions, 

Antigua and Barbuda being edged out of the chance to 

repeat their winning performance early in the game.  

Antigua and Barbuda’s team who placed third in the 

competition had earned the championship trophy on 

five other occasions in either the Nationals or Open 

Pairs category in the 26 year history of the tournament. 

On all five occasions, the late Al James former 

president of the Contract Bridge Association was a 

member of the national team. 

 

Participating countries included Anguilla, Dominica, St. 

Kitts Nevis and St. Lucia. 25 pairs of players 

participated in the event which was led by Tournament 

Director, Jackie Thompson. The local organizing 

Committee was headed by Mr. Deverel Forde. Franki 

Francis served as Secretary and Pat Fraser, Myrna 

Norde, Teresia Mattthews, Joycelyn Hughes and 

Valerie Gonsalves-Barreiro served as members.  

 

Head of Communications and Consultant of the 

National Institute of Sports in the Ministry of Sports, Ms. 

Candine Roberts presented brief remarks on behalf of the Acting Minister of 

Education, Sports, Youth and Gender Affairs, Sen. Hon. Winston Williams Jr. 

and congratulated the winners including the team from the Commonwealth of 

Dominica who copped the top prize. The 2013 OECS Bridge Hall of Fame 

inducted John Livingstone from Antigua and Barbuda, Bennet Roach from 

Montserrat and Fitzroy Bryant from St. Kitts. 

 

The Government of Antigua and Barbuda, through the Ministry of Sports 

endorsed and provided financial and other support for the 26th OECS Contract 

Bridge Tournament. Antigua and Barbuda placed third in the Championships. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Representative of the Antigua 

Contract Bridge Association, 

King Franki at a cheque 

presentation ceremony at the 

Ministry of Sports 
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Message: Minister of Education, Sports, Youth and Gender Affairs (Ag.) 
Sen. Hon. Winston Williams Jr. 

26th OECS Contract Bridge Tournament Commemorative Magazine Feature 
 
  
On behalf of the Government and 

People of Antigua and Barbuda I am 

pleased to extend a very warm wel-

come to all those visiting our shores 

from our sister island nations of the 

OECS to participate in the 

26thAnnual OECS Contract Bridge 

Championship 

 

At the 3rd OECS Sports Ministers 

Meeting which was convened in 

Dominica in May of this year, the re-

vitalization of the OECS Games was 

high on the agenda. We celebrated 

the fact that some sports such as 

Contract Bridge where still able to 

host annual meets while others were 

experiencing serious challenges with 

hosting events. Twenty-six (26) years 

of championships is evidence of a 

high level of commitment to the sport 

by the Contract Bridge Associations 

across the region.  

 

Join me in commending highly, those 

past and present members, who, 

motivated by the love of the sport 

and quest for regional camaraderie, 

have built a strong foundation and 

maintained the walls which have 

brought this event to this milestone. 

Be assured that as OECS Sport Min-

isters we are working on a model 

which will give greater support to re-

gional competitions such as this one. 

It is with sadness though, that I recall 

the excitement of the former Presi-

dent of the Antigua Contract Bridge 

Association, the late Al James, who 

was thrilled with the fact that Antigua 

and Barbuda had emerged as win-

ners of the 25th OECS Contract 

Bridge Championships. He was look-

ing forward with great anticipation to 

Antigua and Barbuda hosting this 

year’s event and retaining the 

Champions Trophy. He not only 

sought the support of the Govern-

ment of Antigua and Barbuda for the 

event, but he also began in earnest, 

his campaign to introduce the sport 

into the schools and the Antigua 

State College.  

 

Regrettably, he is not with us to see 

the achievement of either of these 

goals. As we compete this year, let 

us all remember Al James and his 

significant contribution to the mind 

sport of contract bridge, not only on 

the national but regional level as well. 

The National Contract Bridge Asso-
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ciation has given me the commitment 

that they will not let the vision of the 

former President die. I am confident 

that great things will happen for us 

not only in this event but for the fu-

ture of the sport. 

 

The Ministry of Education, Sports, 

Youth and Gender Affairs in Antigua 

and Barbuda is committed to promot-

ing mind sports including contract 

bridge in our school system as a 

mechanism for improving the per-

formance of our students in Mathe-

matics and Science. We can no 

longer accept the decline in perfor-

mance in these areas, which are 

considered by many to be the breed-

ing ground for logical thinking, prob-

lem solving, innovation, creativity 

and social cohesion. Sports, includ-

ing the mind sports can no longer be 

considered just as a game, but a 

game changer. Let’s all work togeth-

er to transform our society and 

economy through the development of 

the sporting sector. 

 

To the competing teams I extend 

best wishes for a keenly contested 

tournament. May the most deserving 

team emerge as Champions of the 

26th OECS Contract Bridge Champi-

onships! 

 

National Institute of Sports continues its Six Part Series 

of Sports Professional Development Seminars 

 

The National Institute of Sports in the 

Ministry of Education, Sports, Youth 

and Gender Affairs held the 3rd in the 

six part series of sports professional 

development seminars last evening 

at the Antigua and Barbuda Domino 

Association Headquarters on the All 

Saints Main Road. Mr. Larry Michael, 

Senior Administrator with 

responsibility for Project 

Implementation in the Ministry of 

Sports facilitated the seminar on 

Basic Financial Management in 

Sports. The seminar was well 

received by the participants from the 

Domino Association, Concerned 

Parents/Teachers Sports Association 

and the Antigua and Barbuda Billiard 

Sports Association. The participants 

had spirited discussions on the topic 

which generated a number of 

questions and comments. Make a 

special effort to attend next week’s 

seminar at the Domino Association 

Headquarters from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 

on the topic: ‘Basic Massage 

Therapy in Sports”. The facilitator will 

be Mrs. Cisse Joseph. 

 

The six part series of seminars 

include presentations on the 

following topics: 

1. Meeting Protocols  

2. Ethics in Sports 

3. Basic Financial Management in 

Sports  

4. Basic Massage Therapy for 

Sports 

5. Communications in Sports 

6. Basic Physiotherapy for Sports.  

 

Contact the NIS Project Consultant, 

Ms. Candine Roberts (464 1311) to 

register. 
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Minister Continues Consultations with Education 
Stakeholders 

 
Consultations with the ABICE Chairman 

 

 

L-R: Mr. Linley Winter, Chairman, ABICE Board, Acting Education, Sports Youth and Gender Affairs 

Minister, Sen. Hon. Winston Williams Jr. 

 
Consultations with key stakeholders 
in Education continued this past 
week when the Acting Education 
Minister met with the Chairman of 
the Antigua and Barbuda Institute of 
Continuing Education (ABICE), Mr. 
Linley Winter. The pair discussed the 
way forward for the Institute, which is 
now a statutory body under the 
purview of the Minister with 
responsibility for Education. The 
Acting Education Minister, Sen. Hon. 
Winston Williams stated his full 

support for the work of the Board of 
Directors in planning the process for 
full transition of the institution from a 
ministerial department to a fully 
functional statutory organization. It 
was agreed that in addition to regular 
meetings with the Chairman, the 
Minister would meet with the newly 
appointed Board at a specially 
convened meeting to discuss the 
framework for the institution's 
transition. 

 
New Education Advisory Board Commissioned 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mr. Hyram Forde, Deputy Chairman, 

Education Advisory Board 

The Acting Education Minister also 
convened the first meeting of the 
Education Advisory Board at the 

Board of Education Conference 
Room. The Board which was 
appointed in accordance with the 

Mr. Bertrand Joseph 

Chairman, Education Advisory Board 
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Education Act 2008, elected Mr. 
Bertand Joseph as Chairman and Mr. 
Hyram Forde, Principal, Antigua 
State College as the Deputy 
Chairperson. In keeping with the Act, 
the Minister charged the Board to be 
prepared to not only provide 
guidance on issues raised by the 
Minister of Education but any other 

matter which they deemed would 
have an impact on the provision of 
quality educational services. The 
Board is comprised of 
representatives from the clergy, trade 
unions, parent teachers association, 
Antigua State College and the UWI 
Open Campus. The tenure of the 
present Board will run for one year. 

Acting Minister Visits the Public Library  
 

 
Following a courtesy call on the Acting Minister 
of Education, the Chief Librarian, Mrs. Ryllis 
Mannix (in public library photo right) facilitated 
a site visit to the Public Library on Market 
Street to provide the Minister with a first- hand 
view of the facility. The Acting Minister 
discussed with the Chief Librarian and her staff 
plans for moving into their new facilities in 
Victoria Park and other staff related issues. 
The Minister encouraged the staff to maintain a 
high level of professionalism and view their service to the public as a very 
important one. Discussions with Library Staff are expected to continue in the 
future.  
 

Minister Engages Curriculum Development Unit on Culture and TVET  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Acting Minister of Education also 
met with the Assistant Director of 
Education, Curriculum Development 
Unit and her team on Curriculum 
Officers during the week. A spirited 
discussion was held on what it 
means to be an Antiguan and 
Barbudan and how this sense of 
identity can further communicated to 
citizens through the education 
curriculum. Discussions were also 
held on the need to place a greater 
focus on Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training and whether 
it should be mandatory course of 

study for all schools.  
 
It was shared that while the National 
Education Curriculum does provide 
for the integration of cultural heritage, 
customs and life styles into a 
student’s everyday learning 
experience, more must be done by 
not only teachers but parents to 
make it a way of life for children in 
the classroom and home 
environments respectively.  
 
Several suggestions were made as 
to how the message could be 
amplified, including the 
establishment of an Education for 
Cultural Identity Policy, the 
strengthening of the visual and 
performing arts to include the 
creation of culturally based school 
competitions with local music and 
food themes, the regular staging of 
exhibitions of local arts, crafts and 

Dr. Cynthia Crump, Assistant Director of 

Education, Curriculum Development 
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foods in easily accessible places, the 
reintroduction of theatre at the 
community level and continued 
education and training of key 
stakeholders on the importance of 
maintaining our national tangible and 
intangible cultural heritage. The 

Acting Education Minister made a 
commitment to work with his 
colleagues to address the issue of 
the Cultural Policy and to reconvene 
with education officers to move to the 
next level.  .  

 

All Seats Reserved for the National Institute of Sports in 
the Grant Writing Workshop have been filled 

 
As part of the Ministry of Sports' 
2013 Year of Sports activities, the 
National Institute of Sports is 
partnering with the Antigua Barbuda 
Coalition of Services Industries 
(ABCSI) to build capacity of its key 
stakeholders through training in 
writing proposals to seek grant 
funding for projects in the business 
of sports and recreation.  
 
The training course, entitled “Direct 
Assistance Grants Workshop" which 
will be held on Tuesday, 18th June 
2013 from 9 am to 3 pm will now be 
held at the Cortsland Hotel instead 
of the Jolly Beach Resort as 
previously announced. It is being 
jointly hosted by ABCSI and Antigua 

and Barbuda Investment Authority 
(ABIA) with funding from the 
Caribbean Export Development 
Agency in Barbados. The National 
Institute of Sports received a high 
level of interest in the workshop from 
sports stakeholders. All spaces have 
now been filled. The short list of 
applicants will be interviewed shortly 
by officers in ABCSI to determine 
suitability and the final list of 
participants who will be accepted to 
attend.  
 
It is anticipated that a number of 
organizations will benefit from grant 
funding for their projects through this 
initiative.  
 

 
Acting Minister Meets the Media 

 
Last week the Acting 
Minister of Education, 
Sports, Youth and Gender 
Affairs, Sen. Hon. 
Winston Williams Jr. 
provided the media with 
an update on key areas of 
his portfolio which has 
been expanded since 
November last year. Over 
a period of several days, 

the Senator appeared on 
the Good Morning Joe 
Joe show on Radio 

Observer to share on sports related issues and on the Good Morning Antigua 
and Barbuda and Media Round Table with host Mickel Brann to respond to 
questions on key areas including the Universal Secondary Education Initiative.  

Mickel Brann – Programme Host (far right) with other other Journalists including 
Colin Sampson at the Media Round Table 
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 Mexican Ambassador to the OECS Pays Courtesy Call on 
Acting Education, Sports, Youth and Gender Affairs 

Minister - More Mexican Scholarships Promised 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His Excellency Edmundo Font - Ambassador of 

the United Mexican States to the OECS meets 

with Acting Education, Sports, Youth and 

Gender Affairs Minister, Senator, the 

Honourable Winston Williams Jr. 

 

His Excellency Edmundo Font, 

Ambassador of the United Mexican 

States to the OECS, paid a courtesy 

call on Acting Education Minister 

early last week while he was in  

 

 

Antigua and Barbuda to attend the 

Meeting of the OECS Authority 

Ambassador Font re-affirmed his 

country's continued commitment to 

the human resource development of 

the region through the granting of 

scholarships at the undergraduate 

and post graduate levels in a range 

of areas including education and 

Mexican studies to name a few. The 

Ambassador also shared that his 

country was prepared to facilitate 

exchanges programmes for experts 

from the region and vice versa. In 

response, Senator Williams 

expressed the gratitude of his 

Government and People of Antigua 

and Barbuda for the goodwill 

extended to the country by way of a 

number of Mexican scholarships. It 

was agreed that dialogue between 

both officials would continue and that 

the latest available scholarships 

would be forwarded for circulation 

very shortly. Ambassador Font is 

based in St. Lucia. 
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Grade 6 National Assessments held for the First Time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
History was made in Antigua and 
Barbuda on June 4 and 5, 2013 
when over 1500 primary school stu-
dents from private and secondary 
schools sat for the first time exami-
nations in English, Mathematics, 
Science and Social Studies which 
would determine their placement 
rather than their qualification for a 
scholarship in a public secondary 
school. The tests, which are now re-
ferred to as the National Grade 6 As-
sessment as opposed to the Com-
mon Entrance Examinations also 
enable students to gather up to 20% 

of their grades through the comple-
tion of school based projects in the 
subject areas tested except English. 
This transition is one of the major 
planks in the Universal Secondary 
Education (USE) Initiative being led 
by Director of Education, Mrs. Jacin-
tha Pringle and her team. The Edu-
cation Team has been meeting with 
key stakeholders in education to dis-
cuss the USE to include unions, 
teachers, principals and parents. 
Consultations are expected to con-
tinue as the project is fully imple-
mented

 

 

QUOTE FOR THE WEEK 

“Adversity causes some men to break; others to break records”. 

William Arthur Ward  

 

********************************************* 

Minister's Secretariat, 

Ministry of Education, Sports, Youth and Gender Affairs 

Utility Drive, Cassada Gardens, St. John's, Antigua, 

Tel: 268 562 6227; Fax: 268 562 1681; 

Web: sportsantiguanbarbudan.com; facebook.com/sportsantiguabarbuda 

Director of Education, Mrs. Jacintha Pringle 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/williamart100517.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/w/william_arthur_ward.html
tel:268%20562%206227
tel:268%20562%201681

