
Miss Lawrence has scored three hits in her writings about 
the origins of Antigua & Barbuda. For starters, in a gesture 
typical of the historical chronicler, she has preserved for 
posterity valuable nuggets of knowledge of its people, places 
and progress. Besides, her record places one’s fingers on the 
extinct social pulses that over time have grown into extant 
cultural vibrations. The seeds, for instance, of current aquatic, 
cycling, religious and socio-economic pursuits were sown, she 
persuasively shows, ages ago. Above all, Lawrence makes 
conscious, ancestral connections in step with the West African 
cosmic and philosophical duty to sustain the lineage between 
one’s ancestors, one’s present, and the unborn generations.
 Kwame Apata — BA, MEd, DipEd, 

Sensitive images bring the historical treasures of Parham to life—a treat for those of us 
living far from home. The authors weave a tapestry of life that never loses sight of the 
partnership with plants that has been central to the bittersweet history of Antigua. The 
sugar, the food, the beauty spots, the spirit trees, the poisons! In the end, we are left in no 
doubt that the real treasure of Parham is its ingenious and resilient people.
 Dr. Anthony Richards — former Chief Chemist, Dunbars, Antigua
 

This book seamlessly tells the story of Parham, providing a pleasing, informative 
read. In addition to an expansive account of life on the Tudway Estates in pre-
emancipation time, it brings to life the stories of several post-slavery workers. This 
entailed meticulously leafing through annual accounts of pay lists, itemizing wages 
paid to labourers on Parham Plantation between 1836 and 1875, mostly untouched 
by historians. These the authors analyzed, and along with correspondence from 
Britain, provide a clear picture of the free people’s labouring conditions on the 
estates. This particular approach makes the writing unique, and the story of Parham 
revealing. Parham Town emerged as a metropolis after Clement Tudway of England 
began operating a sugar plantation there in 1679. It was clearly a dynamic and 
important piece of the model that created wealth colonizers sought. Joy Lawrence and 
Veronica Gordon deserve praise for their foray into this genre of Antiguan literature. 
 Ambassador Lionel Hurst — BA, MBA, JD   Diplomat, Historian, Author 
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