
 

 

 

7 September 2016 

 

 

 

Dear Publisher, 

                                  Re: 2017 OCM Bocas Prize opens for entries 

 

I am very pleased to inform you that the 2017 OCM Bocas Prize for Caribbean Literature is now 

open for entries. 

 

The OCM Bocas Prize recognises the best books published annually by writers from the Caribbean. It 

is administered by the Bocas Lit Fest, a non-profit organization established in 2010 to foster, promote 

and celebrate our writers, their writing and their books through a series of literary festivals. The 

seventh annual festival will take place from 26 April – 30 April 2017, with the OCM Bocas Prize 

award ceremony as its centerpiece on April 29.  

 

The OCM Bocas Prize for Caribbean Literature is a cross genre prize and has two stages of 

judging.  Firstly, panels of distinguished judges select the best book in each of three genre 

categories: poetry, fiction, and literary non-fiction. Next, the chairperson of each of the three 

genre panels, under the guidance of the overall head judge and vice-chair of the Prize, form a 

final prize jury to select the overall winner from among the three genre winners. The overall 

winner of the OCM Bocas Prize for Caribbean Literature receives an award of US$10,000 and 

the two other category winners each receives US$3,000, sponsored by One Caribbean Media.  

 

To be eligible for the 2017 Prize, a book must have been published in the calendar year 2016, 

and written by an author born in the Caribbean or holding Caribbean citizenship. Books must 

also have been originally written in English. Publishers may submit a total of five books in each 

genre category (poetry, fiction, non-fiction). The judging panels may call in additional books as 

they see fit. Full details of eligibility and submission guidelines are in the attached information 

sheet. 

 

The OCM Bocas Prize for Caribbean Literature offers significant tangible recognition for 

Caribbean writers, and international publicity for all shortlisted and winning books. It is a major 

development in Caribbean writing and publishing. We look forward to your submissions from 

your 2016 publications. 

 

For more information on the OCM Bocas Prize for Caribbean Literature and the 

2017 NGC Bocas Lit Fest, visit our website: www.bocaslitfest.com. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Marina Salandy-Brown 

Founder and Director 

OCM Bocas Prize for Caribbean Literature and Bocas Lit Fest 

http://www.bocaslitfest.com/

