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FOAPL Sponsors Another Successful Summer Reading Program  

“E 
very hero has a 

story!” This is the 

theme that heralded 

the return of the 

FOAPL’s Summer Reading Program, 

which had quite a few changes. The 

quietly interactive reading program that 

we have loved has given way to a day-

camp format operating from 9am - 

3pm. This year’s summer program 

featured weekly guest speakers and 

field trips centered on the theme. With 

these changes to the format, the 

program’s continuous growth and the 

library’s recent move to its new and 

permanent home at Hailes Promenade, 

this year’s event was hosted at the 

Antigua Grammar School instead of the 

library. . 

This year’s Summer Reading 

Program was launched Friday 3rd July 

2015, with less fanfare than previous 

years. Straddling the library’s parking 

lot and the Youth Service Department, 

the launch featured music, a bounce 

castle, crafts and numerous giveaways. 

Orientation Day saw a total of 175 

participants between the ages of 5 and 

14 divided into 8 superhero themed 

groups. Throughout the program, 

participants had the opportunity to meet 

and interact with pilots, members of the 

Antigua and Barbuda Defense Force 

and players of various sports. They also 

visited the new VC Bird International 

Terminal, the Sir Vivian Richards 

Stadium and military camp at the Crabs 

Peninsula.  

Sports Day, though spread across 

two days, was another addition to the 

SRP 2015 lineup. Old favorites like 

jump rope, lime and spoon and the 

three-legged-race were combined with 

athletics, cricket and foot ball and a 

new favorite -the balloon-pop relay to 

create a friendly, high-energy and 

competitive atmosphere as four houses 

battled for supremacy on the field.  

On our final day, students 

showcased their talents as they 

exhibited their own original 

superheroes that they had created 

during the SRP at the start of the 

closing ceremony. The happiness and 

excitement were ratcheted up another 

notch as pizza and drinks were served 

and participants ran off to frolic with 

their new friends for the last time at 

camp. 

The Management and staff of the 

National Public Library of Antigua and 

Barbuda would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the FOAPL, Sign 

Plus, ECAB, American Airlines, CIBC 

First Caribbean and Happy Kids for 

their sponsorship of this year’s Summer 

Reading Program and for allowing each 

of our young heroes the opportunity to 

share their stories. 

This article was written by          
Ms. Alicia Thomas, Youth Services 
Department, The National Public 

Library of Antigua  & Barbuda 
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I hope you and 

your family had 

an enjoyable 

summer!  For us 

at FOAPL, this 

summer will be 

remembered as  

the summer of 

love.  Our members and supporters donated 

their time, talent and money towards 

supporting literacy and literary arts in 

Antigua and Barbuda. 

First, we donated 2 tents to the 

National Public Library (which are actually 

in transit as I write).  These tents will help 

library staff host events outdoors without 

being scorched 

by the sun.  

We 

sponsored  

another 

successful 

Summer 

Reading 

Program.  Our 

theme this year  

was Every Hero 

Has A Story! 

(See page 1). 

The books 

received from 

our Spring Book 

Drive are now 

on their way to 

Holy Trinity 

School, 

Barbuda.  We 

extend thanks to 

the Antigua & 

Barbuda Consul 

General’s Office 

for underwriting 

the cost of 

shipping the books, and to all of our friends 

and supporters who made donations.  We 

also send thanks to Jerry Baptist who 

helped us with our shipping needs. 

The love continues into the fall as we 

prepare to show up and support our very 

own author Joanne Hillhouse at the 

Brooklyn Book Festival.  Joanne was 

invited to sit on a panel that will be 

discussing books for young adults.  She is 

scheduled to appear on September 20, 2015 

at 1pm at the Brooklyn Historical  

Society Library, 128 Pierrepont Street, 

Brooklyn, New York. 

In addition, we are pleased to 

announce Dr. Natasha Lightfoot, as our 

2015 Author in Residence. We will be 

hosting her on Sunday, December 6, 2015 

at the Antigua & Barbuda House in 

Harlem, New York.  Dr. Lightfoot’s highly 

anticipated book “Troubled Freedom:  

Antigua & The Aftermath of British 

Emancipation” is thoroughly researched, 

and explains why the land—the piece of the 

rock that we hold so dear—is our legacy 

and worth fighting for.  The event is free, 

but space is limited 

so call us to secure 

your seat as soon as 

possible. 

    As indicated on 

Page 3, we are 

reinstating our oral 

history project called 

Stories Handed 

Down. This is a 

short story and 

visual arts 

competition open to 

the students of 

Antigua and 

Barbuda.  If you 

know of any young 

person in Forms 1 

through 4, please 

encourage them to 

participate.   

     If you are not 

already a FOAPL 

member, I urge you 

to consider joining 

us.  Our next 

meeting will be on 

October 2, 2015 at 7:00 pm at the Antigua 

& Barbuda House.   

Help us as we continue to promote 

literacy and literary arts in Antigua & 

Barbuda.  See you soon! 

 

 

Beverly Benjamin-George 

President 

From The President’s Desk 

By Beverly Benjamin-George 

Peter Martin busy at work organizing and 
packing books to be shipped. 
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Stories Handed Down 

FOAPL Announces Its 2015  Literary & Visual Arts Competition 

F 
riends of the Antigua Public Library is 

pleased to announce the  2015 

Short Story and Visual Arts 

Competition—Stories Handed 

Down.   

     For centuries, Antiguans & Barbudans 

have handed down stories chronicling events, 

folklore, family history, tall tales and more.  

    As part of our Collecting Memories Pro-

ject, we invite students from Forms 1 through 4 to 

interview an Antiguan/Barbudan elder, and sub-

mit a story about "old time" days in Antigua and 

Barbuda.  The story must not exceed 1000 words, 

and must be original.   

For students wishing to enter the Visual 

Arts competition, we ask for submission of art-

work illustrating either a story handed down, or a 

portrait of the storyteller.   

The competition commences at the start of 

the school year, and all submissions must be 

made by October 24, 2015.  Winners will be 

announced at the National Public Library in Anti-

gua during the Independence celebrations.  For 

official competition rules and prizes, please send 

inquires to info@foapl.org, or visit our website at 

foapl.org. 

7:00 pm 
Our book selection is: 

John Crow’s Devil  by Marlon James 
At the Antigua & Barbuda House 
12 West 122 Street, Harlem NY 

Refreshments will be served 
Call  (646) 823-3399 for information. 

FOAPL BOOK CLUB—10/2/2015 

2009:  3rd Place - "Old Time Fishing"  
by Ardis Laville, Christ The King School 

http://www.foapl.org/ssc/Laville.jpg
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Collecting Memories Project 

Stories of the Supernatural 

Folklore Stories of Antigua 

Printed by permission from the Historical And Archaeological 
Society The Museum of Antigua & Barbuda, HAS Newsletter No 
129, April, May, June 2015. 

T 
here is a story about Blakes Estate that a 

planter, who once lived there, murdered 

his lover. It’s said that every year on the 

date that the woman was murdered, in the 

room in which she was killed, one of the floor 

boards would show the blood stain. Eventually an-

other planter who 

moved into the house 

removed that board and 

replaced it with a new 

board and put the old 

board in the cellar. The 

blood stains continued 

to appear each year at 

the same time until the 

board which had been 

put in the cellar was 

taken out and buried. 

One night at Sand-

erson’s Estate a family 

was preparing the house 

for a wedding for one of 

the daughters. The fam-

ily and friends were 

hustling about inside the 

house putting up cur-

tains ect, when one of 

the friends looked out 

of the dining room win-

dow and remarked that 

someone was standing 

under the large rubber 

tree outside looking into 

the room. The mother of 

the bride, her brother 

and sister and another friend ran to the window and 

all but the younger sister saw the figure as that of a 

white man in old fashion dress with white high col-

lar. They believed it was the spirit of one of the old 

planters guarding his money.  The figure was seen 

several times after that, actually inside the house in 

the same room which he appeared to have been 

looking into that night. It is said that the devil fol-

lowed a man who went to call on his lady love in 

Liberta.  The man lived in Falmouth. The devil fol-

lowed the man from Liberta.  When he reached 

Horseford Hill in sight of the church steeple the 

devil knowing he could not pass the church stamped 

his foot in vexation and the hoof mark remained on 

the hill for decades, until the hill was eventually 

oiled over. Legend says that up to 

today one can still hear the guards 

changing at Shirley Heights. 

There is a room in Clarence 

House that no one can sleep in 

because they are beaten unmerci-

fully by an unseen assailant. 

    At Cedar Hill under the ever-

green tree someone is often seen 

there late at night and if asked the 

time the reply would be, “it was 

one o’clock when I left hell.” At 

Luna Park where it is said that 

there was once a great mansion, 

one night while a ball was in pro-

gress the slaves revolted and 

slaughtered the guest at the hall. It 

is said that from time to time late 

at night music and laughter can be 

heard in the area. It is said that at 

the Great House at Crabbs, a 

grand ball was in full swing, ele-

gant ladies fluttered and fanned, 

dashing young blades postured 

and bowed and the string quadru-

ple was in the middle of a Ga-

votte, when with a bloodthirsty 

scream and a crashing of glass the 

Caribs attacked. Within 15 

minutes, not a man, woman or child was left alive. 

Only the eerie echo of the slaughtered “Fiddlers of 

Crabs” could still be heard. As they can be heard 

from time to time to this day.  

It is believed that at Parham Lodge the spirit of 

a young maiden who was burnt to death in the cel-

lar, is doomed to walk the road with a lantern until a 

virgin bride occupies both Parham Lodge and the 

(Continued on page 5) 

Share Your Story! 

In this section, we feature stories from our Collecting 
Memories Project.  Our stories bring us close to the truth, and 
the truth will bring us closer together.   To read or comment on 
additional stories, please visit our story blog at: 
antiguastories.wordpress.com.   

A drawing of the Ghost of Parham Lodge taken from Joy Law-
rence’s book “The Footprints of Parham” Original drawing by 
Patrick Simpson, 2011. 
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FOAPL’s Digital Archives:   John Andrew Buckley 
 

 

neighboring Estate on the same night. It is claimed 

that a headless horseman has been seen riding the 

road at Cedar Hill from time to time, though his 

origin is obscure. The story goes that there was once 

a young man who lived in a certain village in Anti-

gua, used to stay out very late hours at night. His 

old grandmother warned him repeatedly that this 

was a dangerous practice. He disregarded her warn-

ings and continued to come home very late at night. 

Time passed and his grandmother died. The young 

man kept coming home late at night. One night on 

his way home when he reached a particularly dark 

stretch on the country road, he was confronted by a 

coffin lying in the middle of the road! The man was 

terrified! He could not turn back nor could he pass 

on either side of the coffin because each time he 

(Continued from page 4) 

attempted to pass, his path was blocked by the coffin 

moving into his path. The man broke into cold 

sweat. The only thing he could think of was getting 

home as fast as possible. Since he could neither go 

back nor go around he rolled up his trouser legs, and 

trembling and sweating, he leapt over the coffin. He 

did not look back, nor did he stop running till he 

reached home! He burst through the door of his 

home, pale as a ghost and shaking like a 

leaf to be confronted by his father who 

was waiting up for him. His father did 

not need to ask what hap-

pened. He told his son that 

“your grandmother gave you a 

scare tonight and followed you 

home. She told me to tell you not to stay 

out late again!” Needless to say the young 

man never stayed out after dark again. 

Save The Date 
Friends Of The Antigua Public Library—NY, Inc. is pleased to 

announce our  
 

2015 Author In Residence 
Natasha Lightfoot, Ph.D. 
Professor of History at Columbia University  

and Author of  

Troubling Freedom:  Antigua &  

The Aftermath Of  British Emancipation 
 

Sunday, December 6, 2015, 3:00 pm 
The Antigua & Barbuda House 

12 West 122 Street, Harlem, New York  

 
Admission free, but RSVP required.  Refreshments will be on hand, and books 

will be on sale.  For more information, please contact us at  (646) 823-3399. 

John Andrew Buckley was born on October 20, 1818 in St. 

John’s Antigua.  He was a teacher and preacher in Greenbay.  He 

became the first man of African descent to be ordain in the Mora-

vian Church. 

He died in December 31, 1884 where he started—in Greenbay. 

 

— This Month In Moravian History No 3, January 2006 

Stories of the Supernatural 
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Profile:  Natasha Lightfoot, Ph.D. 

N 
atasha Lightfoot is an Assistant Professor 

of History and a Faculty Research Fellow 

of the Institute for African American Stud-

ies at Columbia University. She teaches 

Caribbean, Atlantic World, and African Diaspora Histo-

ry focusing on the subjects of slavery and emancipation, 

black identities, politics, and cultures.  

     She received her B.A. in History from Yale Uni-

versity and her M.A. and Ph.D. in History from New 

York University. She has received fellowships from the 

Yale Gilder-Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, 

Emancipation & Resistance, the American Antiquarian 

Society, and the Ford Foundation. She has 

published articles in the 

CLR James Journal and 

Slavery & Abolition. Her 

forthcoming book with Duke 

University Press, Troubling 

Freedom: Antigua and the 

Aftermath of British Emanci-

pation, 1831-1858 focuses on 

black working people's strug-

gles and everyday forms of 

liberation in Antigua after slav-

ery's end.  Members and sup-

porters of Friends of the Anti-

gua Public Library—NY, Inc. 

will be among the first to have 

an opportunity to pick up a copy 

of this important work on  Sun-

day, December 6, 2015 at the 

Antigua & Barbuda House.  

That’s when Friends of the Anti-

gua Public Library—NY, Inc. 

plans to host Natasha at our Au-

thor In Residence event.   

In addition to her scholarship, 

Natasha remains dedicated to the Caribbean communi-

ties from which she has come, and to expanding 

knowledge about the Caribbean and about Black history 

as a whole. She has led many Black history workshops 

with New York City public school teachers and has 

mentored many college-aspiring Bronx high school stu-

dents. She also has lectured on Antiguan and Barbudan 

history at numerous conferences and community events 

both in New York City and in Antigua. She serves on 

several academic and community organization boards, 

including the Association for the Study of the World-

wide African Diaspora and the Antigua-Barbuda Repa-

rations Support Commission.  The richness of her herit-

age has always driven her throughout her career, and she 

admires her parents most of all for always encouraging 

her to succeed and to never forget her Antiguan roots.  

Natasha lives in New York with her husband Mathew 

Swain and her 2 sons. 

As is customary, we posed our standard questions to 

Natasha, and she was gracious enough to answer as fol-

lows: 

 

What is your favorite book? I read lots and have many 

favorite books. One of my favorite novels is Edwidge 

Danticat's The Farming of Bones and one of my favorite 

works of history is Papa Sammy Smith's To Shoot Hard 

Labour.  

What is your greatest extravagance? Travel 

- I will always find the time and the resources 

to visit a new place in the world.  

What/who makes you laugh? My 5 year old 

son Evan. He is precocious beyond his few 

years, and his questions and observations are 

usually both thoughtful & hilarious to me.  

What is the trait you most deplore in oth-

ers?  Self-centeredness. 
What is the trait you most admire in 

others? Wit. 

What is the most important lesson life 

has taught you thus far? That the re-

ward for good work is usually more 

work, but that also that hard work al-

ways pays off in the end.  

We’ve heard the argument that li-

braries are becoming irrelevant be-

cause of computers and the internet 

– do you agree? Of course not. A 

library is more than a place to store 

books. It is a place to meet like 

minded intellectuals, share ideas, 

and build a culture. That will never 

be irrelevant.  

Why is a functioning National Library System in Anti-

gua & Barbuda important? For the above reasons I just 

mentioned regarding why a library is never irrelevant. 

Antigua & Barbuda has a rich history and culture that 

should be preserved and one important way to do it is to 

have a functioning library that allows people to learn, 

have meaningful exchanges, and foster an intellectual life 

for the nation. 

Why are you a member of FOAPL? Because I would 

like to see this and future generations have a place where 

they know they can always learn about themselves, their 

past, and the contributions of their people to the wider 

world.  

How would you like to be remembered? As a good per-

son, a dedicated mother, and an insightful historian.   
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What’s In A Symbol?  What’s In A Name? 

B 
y its very nature, a symbol can be extremely 

powerful and can deliver a strong message.  

The power of one particular symbol, the Con-

federate flag, was on display this summer in 

the State of South Carolina.    

Fervent supporters of the flag argued passionately of 

its importance in representing southern pride and tradi-

tions.  Those who opposed the flag, especially African 

Americans, argued that its presence incites fear, intimida-

tion and white supremacy.   

On July 9, 2015, Governor Nikki Haley signed a bill 

calling for the removal of the Confederate flag from the 

State house.  This was done after 9 black church worship-

pers were killed by a misguided young man who em-

braced white supremacy as symbolized by the Confeder-

ate flag.   It should be noted that the flag was hoisted 

above the South Carolina statehouse over 50 years ago as 

a protest against the civil rights movement.   

Many who watched this saga unfold, could not help 

but ask, why did it take so long, and why did it take 9 

people to die before this divisive symbol was relegated to 

the state’s “relic” room?  However, before we judge the 

people of South Carolina too harshly, we must look at 

our own home, where even more blatant symbols of slav-

ery and our colonial past remain.   

Some of these symbols have become so embedded in 

our society that their origins and etymology are known to 

a few.   

One such symbol is the name given to many of our 

villages.   

The late Desmond Nicholas, who headed the Muse-

um of Antigua & Barbuda, spent most of his life docu-

menting the history of many of our towns and villages.  

Most were former plantations and still bear the names of 

plantation owners.   For instance, the village of  Bolands 

(named for John Bolands),  Jennings (named for Samuel 

Jennings), Ottos Hill, Ottos Main Road, Ottos Village 

(named for Bastien Otto Baijer), Swetes (named for 

Main Swetes), Urlins (named for Thomas Urlins), just to 

name a few. 

Oral history and historical records inform us that our 

ancestors deplored plantation life.  If fact, they hated it 

so much that following emancipation many left the es-

tates and set up homes elsewhere rather than live in a 

place that reminded them of the daily brutality they en-

dured. In light of this, why do so many of our communi-

ties and villages retain the names of slave holders and 

plantation owners?  If history is our legacy, then perhaps 

it’s time we question the symbols that remain on our 

islands.  Paul Richards (King Obstinate) questioned this 

very issue many years ago in his song  — Sons of the 

Soil Also Brought Fame.   At least, maybe the time has 

come for us to start a conversation. 

 

Joann will be appearing on 

September 20, 2015 at 1pm at the Brooklyn Historical Society Library, 128 Pierrepont St., Brooklyn, NY.  For 

Festival information, contact Liz Koch at lkoch@brooklynbookfestival.org  or cal (570) 362-6657. 

 SUPPORT JOANNE HILLHOUSE ON 9/20/2015 AT 1:00 PM. 

By Beverly Benjamin-George 
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CALENDAR 

OF EVENTS 

 
September 19 & 20th 

Brooklyn Book Festival 

Joanne Hillhouse to appear on  

September 20, 2015 at 1pm 

Brooklyn Historical Society Library 

128 Pierrepont Street, Brooklyn, NY 

 

October 2, 2012 @ 6:30pm 

FOAPL’s Book Club Meeting 

Selection:  John Crow’s Devil by Marlon James 

At The Antigua & Barbuda House 

12 West 122 Street, NYC 

 

November 21, 2015 

Community Outreach Adopt A Shelter 

Pre Thanksgiving Dinners 

Antigua & Barbuda Progressive Society 

 

Sunday Dec. 6, 2015 

FOAPL’s Author In Residence 

Featuring Dr. Natasha Lightfoot 

The Antigua & Barbuda House 

12 West 122 Street, Harlem, New York 

 

Sunday Dec.  13, 2015 

Ole Time Christmas & Lighting of the Tree 

Antigua & Barbuda Progressive Society 

12 West 122 Street, Harlem, NY 

Afternoon in Brooklyn, New York:  Beverly George, President of FOAPL (right) and Ron Kavanaugh (left), Founder and Editor 
of Mosaic Literary Magazine, interviewing Mr. Marlon James (middle) during the Caribbean Literary Festival in Brooklyn this past 

Caribbean Cultural Theatre Presents … 

Picture This—A Caribbean Book Party 

Visual & Verbal (Re)Imagining Of The         
Contemporary Caribbean 

 
Friday, September 18, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

South Oxford Space 
138 South Oxford Street 

(bet. Atlantic Ave & Hanson Pl), Brooklyn, NY  
Members:  Free    Non-Members: $10.00 

An evening of readings, music, ol' talk and limin' with 
local and visiting writers to the Brooklyn Book Festival 

to launch Poets & Passion Season 10. With fiction writ-
ers Marlon James (A Brief History of Seven Killings), 
Tanya Batson Savage (Pumpkin Belly and Other Sto-

ries), Kellie Magnus (Little Lion), and Nandi Keyi-
Ogunlade (True Nanny Diaries), and urban poets Owen 
Blakka Ellis (Riddim & Riddles) and Iyaba Ibo Mandin-

go (You Tongue Heavy Like 56).    

Caribbean Cultural Theatre Presents … 

Brooklyn Book Festival Market Place—

Under One Tent 

September 20, 2015—10:00 am to 6:00 pm 
We're at New York City's largest gathering of book-

lovers and storytellers. And this time we're joining forc-
es with Caribbean Reads and Read Jamaica to show-

case some powerful Caribbean Diaspora writers.   
Come out and meet Keisha-Gaye Anderson, Cheryl 

Boyce-Taylor, Lloyd Crooks, Hubert Guscott, Joanne C. 
Hillhouse, Rosalind McLymont, Carol Ottley-Mitchell, 

Mercy L. Tullis-Bukhari and more.  


