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The Management Committee of The Guyana Prize for Literature announces the 

Winners for the 2014 Caribbean Awards in Fiction, Poetry and Drama. The 

Caribbean Award, inaugurated in 2010, is open to writers who are citizens 

of any Caribbean territory.  The Shortlist was decided by the Jury, an 

independent panel of writers, critics and experts in the fields of 

literature, drama, culture and the arts: Dr Stewart Brown (Chairman), Reader 

in the Centre of West African Studies, University of Birmingham, UK; 

internationally acclaimed poet, artist, editor, anthologist and critic;  

Rawle Gibbons, foremost Trinidadian and Caribbean playwright, theatre 

director, researcher in cultural studies and traditions, drama anthologist; 

Prof Jane Bryce, published prose writer, Professor of Film and Literature, 

UWI, Cave Hill, Editor of Poui Cave Hill Journal of the Arts, lecturer in 

Creative Writing, and critic.  The winners were announced at the Awards 

Ceremony in Georgetown on November 29, 2015. The Winners are accompanied by 

the way Jury described each title. 

 

WINNERS FOR EACH CATEGORY 

 

Best Book of Fiction 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Barbara Jenkins (Trinidad & Tobago)   Sic Transit Wagon  (Peepal 
Tree) 
The stories in Sic Transit Wagon move from the all-seeing naiveté of a child narrator trying 
to make sense of the world of adults, through the consciousness of the child-become 
mother, to the mature perceptions of the older woman taking stock of her life. Set over a 
time-span from colonial era Trinidad to the hazards and alarms of its postcolonial present, 
at the core of these stories is the experience of uncomfortable change, but seen with a 
developing sense of its constancy as part of life, and the need for acceptance. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    



Best Book of Poetry 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Edward Baugh (Jamaica)  Black Sand (Peepal Tree) 

Black Sand brings together poems selected from Baugh’s two previous collections, with a 
collection’s worth of new poems. Baugh’s subject matter ranges wide: race, history, cricket, 
love, the academic life, the consolations of natural beauty and shrewdly analytical eye for a 
Jamaica that includes the worlds of urbane polish, gated communities, religious enthusiasm 
and a black majority still struggling to overcome the wrongs inflicted in the past.   

 

Best Book of Drama 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harold A Bascom    (Guyana)          Desperate for Relevance: A Surreal Drama of 
Dead Caribbean Writers Bound in a Curious Hereafter                                                                                                                          

 
In Desperate for Relevance…  Harold A. Bascom sets out to keep alive the little known and 
even less appreciated literary heritage of the Caribbean. By imaginative development of 
a conflict and its resolution the play offers a pragmatic solution to a contemporary 
Caribbean problem.  

 
 


