
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFRICAN SLAVERY MUSEUM Of ANTIGUA BARBUDA 

A PROPOSAL 

 

« A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a 
tree without roots »  

Marcus Mosiah Garvey 

 

« CHRONICLE OF AN AFRICAN PEOPLE » 

 
This document explains the scope of the TOSTEM Project to establish a museum dedicated to the preservation of the history 
of our African ancestors who were brought to Antigua and Barbuda to slave on the British owned sugar estates. It forms part 
of the co-funding effort to raise the additional 45% EC$193,055.00 of the funds required to complete the work of establishing 

The African Slavery Museum of Antigua & Barbuda 

 

“A  people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture 
is like a tree without roots.”

                                                                                                              Marcus Mosiah Garvey

AFRICAN SLAVERY MUSEUM OF 
ANTIGUA BARBUDA

A PROPOSAL



It is impossible to separate sites of African Heritage, or site specifically for the memory of the slave route on Anti-
gua and most other islands in the Caribbean.  Every facet of life was impacted by African slave labour, directly or 
indirectly.  From the British Military and Navy, the naval dockyard, the merchants, all trades, the estates, fishing, 
boatbuilding, inter-island travel, food handling and preparation, medicine and much more, enslaved Africans 
were directly involved.  In this light the entire island is a living monument.  Further to this, as the seas and reefs 
are littered with shipwrecks, many of which took large numbers of enslaved peoples, chained in the cargo decks, 
to their death, every aspect of our island is a monument.  

For a full list of sites to be compiled, it will have to include all known sugar estates as each had a slave village 
and burial ground, as well as an inventory of records listing all slaves; a register of slaves of which several are 
kept at the Archives, and others are housed at museums in Britain, the National Archives at Kew, the West India 
Committee, and academic institutions.  If a compilation of names could be achieved, a large monument could be 
erected onto which the names could be carved, and added to as research progresses.

Map of Sugar Mills in Antigua

Dr. Reginald Murphy



  

 

The Emancipation Proclamation 
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The TOSTEM “Emancipation Stories” Project has been developed around the history of the slave trade and slavery. In the 
African Slavery Museum of Antigua & Barbuda, which is o be dedicated to their memories, the story of our enslaved 
African fathers and mothers horrendous sojourn to this side of the world will be chronicled for all to see.  
 
This museum is a vision of the African Slavery Memorial Society. Historical documents, artifacts, cultural items and 
retentions both tangible and intangible are being gathered for the exhibits. These are a critical prerequisite to 
understanding our heritage and who we – Afro-Antiguans - really are. This is important because we must know that we 
are more than the sons and daughters of slavery and that our beliefs and traditions have their antecedents in ancient 
African cultures. 
 
To this end the TOSTEM Project invites you through the pages of this booklet to gain a little sense of the wealth of slave 
history on our island and hope that it will stimulate you to inquire further and motivate you to participate in the project 
more fully as we share with you aspects of our heritage which have been hitherto largely unknown. Wherever they are, 
museums give dignity and significance to a people and their culture. The African Slavery Museum of Antigua & Barbuda 
will do that for all African slave descendants and their progeny. Each exhibit, from our African beginnings to this little 
most hellish island plantation in the sea, will show the strength of character which still is evident today; how our free 
labour transformed the global economy, how our tenacity in resistance and fortitude under the grueling cruelty 
deserves to be made known, recognized and honoured. 
 
The TOSTEM Museum Project needs your financial, moral and material support and we trust that as you learn and 
understand more you will see the value and join our efforts. We, the TOSTEM Co-Funding Fundraising Committee, 
encourage you to extend your hand and your hearts towards this noble initiative, remembering from whence we came.  
All contributions will be gratefully accepted for the establishment of the African Slavery Museum of Antigua & Barbuda 
and as an investment in our people’s future.  
 
Kindest regards 
 

 
 
 
Edith Oladele (Mrs)  Patricia L. Tully (Ms) 
National Coordinator   Chairperson  
TOSTEM Project  Antigua                                                                                    TOSTEM Co-Funding Fundraising Committee 

Inviting your participation in the 
TOSTEM 

“Emancipation Stories” 
Project 

 



  

2. 

Contents of the Proposal  Booklet 
 

THE AFRICAN SLAVERY MUSEUM PROPOSAL 
Emancipation Proclamation  
 
1. Letter of Invitation to Participate in the TOSTEM Project. 

2. Contents of the booklet 

3. Shackles of Memory Organization/ Anneaux de la Memoires 

4. African Slavery Memorial Society Inc.-  

Executive Officers and Vision 

5. The Slave Registers at the National Archives =  

Poem : « Oh Africa, The Cry of My Heart » 

6. The Estates and the Yearning for Home 

« No Longer Forget » 

7. The TOSTEM Antigua Programme   - Prince Klass 

8. Why a Slavery Based Museum – Is it Necessary 

Other Project Activities – Jumbie Bead jewelers English Harbour 1920 

9. Creation of a Museum for Antigua Barbuda –  

A  Free African Family around 1890/1900  

10. The Themes of the Exhibition 

The Themes and Poem in Antigua Creole: « Murder, Murder, Woi » On Prince Klass 87 Massacre 

12   The Budget 

13 How will the funds be Raised – the TOSTEM Co-Funding Fundraising Committee 

14 African-Antiguan Architecture 

15 The Value of TOSTEM to Antigua  - Letter from Mrs. Lisa Nicholson 



  

 

Shackles Of Memories – Les Anneaux De La Memoire 
The organization of the Shackles of Memory (Les Anneaux de la Mémoire in French), created in Nantes in 1991, is an association 
which aims to raise awareness of the general public on the history of the slave trade and their current consequences. 
With a view to promote balanced, ethical and reciprocal exchanges between the societies of Africa, America and Europe, it also 
carries out cultural projects abroad, in cooperation with local people and organizations.  

“Emancipation Stories”  - The Tostem Programme 
An initiative of the Shackles of Memory (Les Anneaux de la Mémoire in French), the TOSTEM program, also called «Emancipation 
Stories», aims to preserve and enhance the sites of the slave trades and slaveries by bringing together an international network 
of participants so as to collaborate on a common project. Furthermore, this project contributes to strengthening the economy of 
cultural tourism as well as to participate in local development.  
Oftentimes taboo and hidden from public history programs, the history of the slave trades and slaveries remains a difficult topic 
to address. This difficulty often results in a lack of information and dissemination of knowledge, especially among young people and 
local populations. In response to this need, the TOSTEM program aims at making this history more accessible to all audiences, 
wherever they may be.  
As a contemporary subject, this project aims to highlight:  
 Dissemination of research and knowledge on the history of slavery, and its legacies  
 Enhancement of tangible and intangible heritages: Arts, music, dance, historical sites, literature, etc.  
 A common cultural project with Africans and Caribbean partners  
 The dialogue between different memories from 3 continents  
 Emancipation Stories was launched in 2014 and is a 3-year program supported by the ACP Culture + program, conducted 
by the Secretariat of the ACP (African, Caribbean and Pacific), and funded by the European Union (55%). In Antigua Barbuda, 
Shackles of Memory has partnered with the African Slavery Memorial Society to establish a museum which will be known as the 
African Slavery Memorial Museum of Antigua & Barbuda 
  

  
The Governor General, Sir Rodney Williams with Tostem members in Antigua in January 2016 

 
  

  

  13.                                            How will the Co-Funding be raised ? 

The Tostem Co-Funding Fundraisisng Committee   

Mrs. Maria Bradshaw – Chairperson 
Ms. Patricia Tully – Vice Chairperson 

 Mrs. Edith Oladele – TOSTEM Coordinator 
Ms. Joy Lawrence 
Mr. Elliott Lincoln  

Ms. Jennifer Geran  
Ms. Michelle Tomlinson 
Mrs. Nadine Blackman 
Priest ‘Kedimee’ Isaac 

 
The funds will be raised using a strategy to reach African-Antiguan slave descendants both at home and abroad. It will 
give all Antiguans and Barbudans, whoever they are and wherever they are in the world, to own the vision of bringing to 
reality a museum to house the history of our African ancestors and to make an investment in this noble project which 
will make our true hisstory known for posterity. 
 

Therefore, the funding for the project will be invited from Afarican slae descendants among 
Prominent anad Influential Antiguans 

Churches across the islands 
Locally owned Companies & Businesses 

The Labour Unions 
Taxi, Bus, Farmers, Vendors, Port Workers and Fishermen’s Associations 

Civic and Sports Organizations - Schools – both Public and Private 
Village Community Groups 

African-centred Antigua-based Organizations 
Antiguan & Barbudan Organizations in US, UK and Canada 

All others who wish to contribute are more than welcome to do so. 
The Fundraising Campaign will rund from October 2016 to February 2017  

 
During this period there will be several TOSTEM public events including 

The Public Launch of the Fundraising Campaign 
A Telethon 

A Special African Lunch 
A Black-tie dinner 

Black and African Slave Story Movie nights 
T-Shirt and sales of other memorobilia  
Events at Supermarkets and Festivals 

A Dollar Day –  
TOSTEM will also have a presence at various upcoming national events 

 



  

 

4. 
 

 
 

The African Slavery Memorial Society was launched on September 9th, 2009, 175 years after Emancipation  
The logo incorporates some elements of the nation’s flag : Black :the African people, Red : their bloody struggle,  

Gold : their hope for a better future. The sugar mill repreents the sugar plantations which dominated the island where enslaved 
Africans cut the canes using the canebill, cutlass and hoe with which they worked the fields in the blazing heat.  

 
Officers of the African Slavery Memorial Society are : 

President : Peyton J.V. Knight 
Vice President : Denise Smith-Lewis 
Secretary Treasurer : Asheen Joseph 

Asst. Secretary : Maria Bradshaw 
Member : Roland Walker 

Member : Bernadette James 
TOSTEM National Coordinator : Edith Oladele  

TOSTEM Communications & Public Outreach Officer :  
 

The Vision of the African Slavery Memorial Society 

The African Slavery Memorial Society was formally launched on September 9th 2009 but its origins began in the minds of many 
African slave descendants  « How is there no history recorded of the Africans who were slaves on this island ? How is it that we 
are visible but treated as invisible ? How is it that only the history of the British is written and taught as the history of Antigua»? 
Throughout the years until today, these questions have plagued the minds of the descendants and caused much anger and 
bewilderment. Answers are only now coming to light as the Society seeks to ‘break the silence and speak the truth’ of our African 
ancestral history in Africa and Antigua and Barbuda.  

The vision of the society is to support the preservation of our African Heritage and the memory of our African Ancestors who were 
enslaved in Antigua and Barbuda. Through the establishment of the African Slavery Museum of Antigua & Barbuda answers will be 
revealed to the  burning questions : « Who are we ;  Where do I come from ; How did we get here ; Why were we brought here ; 
What happened to our families and Who are we today ? »  

Why the African Slavery Memorial Society ? 

August 1st. 1834 over 32,000 enslaved African men women and children on the island of Antigua were emancipated. The ASMS was 
launched in their memory on September 9th, 2009.  
Although their progeny forms the majority of the population of Antigua and Barbuda today their history has been largely hidden 
and unknown.Yet it is a history which was well documented and preserved through the day to day ships manifests, captain’s 
journals,  estate slave lists and census taken between 1812 and 1833 ; these and much more the Codrington papers at the National 
Archives in St.John’s. 
Through its partnership with the TOSTEM Project, the ASMS has determined to address the daunting task of making the necessary 
efforts to lay hold of all documentation, oral history, cultural retentions and tangible implements concerning our history so that 
through this a body of material which will be used to unfold clearer understanding of our history and that this knowledge will 
become more readily accessible for today as well as for generations yet unborn. 

 



  

5.  
 

                                                                   O Africa, Cry Of My Heart 
 

O Africa, the cry of my heart is you! 
The bottomless cry of my heart is you! 

Would you know my love? 
Would you know my pain? 

Would you care that I longed for you and wondered why you never came? 
Would you know how I looked longingly across the lonely Atlantic 

Knowing that you are there Africa my land, and 
Wonder if you look across towards me 

Not knowing where  I, your lost child could be? 
 

If you know of  family members who were emancipated on August 1, 1834, their names 
would be in the Triennial Slave Registers included in the Codrington Papers housed at the  

National Archives of Antigua and Barbuda. 

 

\ 



  

6. 

                 .   

Renfrew’s Estate (Off All Saint’s Road) 

They yearned for their families and their homeland and ask that we remember. 

No Longer Forget ( An Excerpt) 

Can you any longer forget 
That though blood, sweat and tears 
Have disappeared into cane pieces 

Across this little land 
It yet cries to be remembered? 

 
Our ancestors blood that runs in our veins! 
Our ancestor’s sweat, it salts our brows! 

Our ancestor’s tears which still lie bitter on our lips! 
Our grandfather’s cries still echoing hauntingly within! 

Can we forget how whips tore their backs 
And irons greedily devoured their festering flesh? 

 
How can you any longer forget 

Though the blood, the sweat, the tears 
Of our African fathers 

Have disappeared 
Absorbed, unseen into the harsh cane lands 

Now covered with structures which becloud our memories 
That today, yet within, they are whispering  

“Remember me, remember me!” 



JA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

g{x gÉáàxÅ cÜÉ}xvàM 
;gÉâÜ|áÅ utáxw ÉÇ `xÅÉÜ|xá Éy à{x fÄtäx gÜtwx tÇw áÄtäxÜç 

j{ç gÉâÜ|áÅ utáxw ÉÇ áÄtäxÜç R 
 
The topic of slavery is always news. It has gained prominence in the last 20 years as African slave descendants have begun to research their 
history and bring the truth of their ancestor’s experiences to the fore. People who are interested in history are interested to learn other 
people’s history and culture. Such an educational attraction in Antigua will bring a more mature and serious type of visitor to Antigua and 
Barbuda. 
 

 In 2004, UNESCO initiated the « Breaking the Silence » curriculum for schools worldwide specially for schools among the African 
Diaspora. Since then, several forums about slavery and the slave trade were held. The 8 volume series on African history called 
« The General History of Africa » was written and compiled by African historians. This series is meant to be translated into 
several languages and on the curriculums of all schools internationally so that the true history of Africa will be known from the 
African perspective. 

 With publication of Alex Haley’s book « Roots » individuals, families and groups of people have traversed the earth and begun to 
search for their families who were enslaved and did their genealogies using family stories and documents to trace their African 
origins.  

 The first ever museum dedicated to slavery in the US, Whitney Plantation was recently opened in  Louisiana by the descendant of 
former slave owners. 

 A group of slave descendants in the US only very recently found their family histories with the revelation that around 287 of their 
slave ancestors being sold by the Jesuits who owned them, to keep Georgetown University funded. They are seeking university 
places for the younger generations of these families. 

 The United Nations declared 2010 the year of People of African Descent ; then further it declared 2015 to 2025 the Decade of 
Peoples of African Descent. These initiatives were introduced by African descendants from South America who saw that worldwide 
African descendants were still marginalized in many instances with their history largely unrecorded and in some cases totally 
erased from official historical documents.  

 The African Union has declared the African Diaspora as the 6th Region of Africa. Therefore a museum will assist to educate 
descendant youth about their close connections with their ancestral homeland and foster pride in their history which began 
thousands of years before slavery. 

 Today’s tourists want to learn more about the people of a country more than just to enjoy being entertained by them. The ASMAB will 
help them to understand true history of Antigua and Barbuda from our own perspective. 

 

g{x cÜ|Çvx ^Ätáá KJ 
 fÄtäxá Xåxvâàxw?    DJFI@DJFJ                  `tÇÇxÜ Éy Xåxvâà|ÉÇ                                                              
 `táàxÜ                fÄtäx           bvvâÑtà|ÉÇ       Z|uuxàxw  j{xxÄ    UâÜÇxw            Wtàx      VÉÅÑxÇátà|ÉÇ   
g{ÉÅtá ^xÜuç VÉâÜà jt|à|Çz ÅtÇ  k  bvàA EC?  GH 
g{ÉÅtá [tÇáÉÇ gÉÅuÉç VtÜÑxÇàxÜ  k  bvàA ED DHC= 
]É{Ç V{Ü|áàÉÑ{xÜá [xÜvâÄxá VtÜÑxÇàxÜ  k  bvàAEE DGC 



  

8. 
           Is a African Slavery Museum of Antigua Barbuda necessary? 
 
First of all the revered Marcus Mosiah Garvey who motivated African descendants to rise up and be proud of their race and accomplish great 
things said « A people without knowledge of their history and culture is like a tree without roots ». Realizing that ‘Obscurity downgrades 
significance’ and that « Assimilation brings obliteration » the idea of the ASMAB was given life to enable several things to happen: 
 

 The African Slavery Museum of Antigua Barbuda (ASMAB) will give significance to the African peoples and their descendants and 
generations to come. 

 It will be a museum where the history of the enslaved Africans and their experiences will be made known through documents, 
objects, family histories, recorded experiences, art and craft, Creole language, poetry, songs, music, stories, masquerades, foods, 
retained  cultural African practices,  and more recent publications which document all of the above. 

 The museum will give significance to a people who have been marginalized and trivialized through their lack of mention and 
invisibility in the general history of these islands. 

 The ASMAB will utilize various objects related to the slavery period will tell their stories. 
 It will be a place for learning and discussions.  
 The beneficiaries of this museum will be everyone who goes to view its exhibits. 

The project which has been strongly endorsed by the Government and the Ministries of Tourism and  Culture will be an enhancement to the 
tourism industry, and will give credence to the  the  cultural and educational  aspects of the nation. The components, based on the real history 
of the people of the country will attract a new kind of tourist who wants to know about the history, culture and achievements of the people and 
their descendants who have survived and thrived despite the horrors of the slave trade and slavery.  

 
The Ancilliary Actions  

Based on the above, the project is now engaged in the following actions.  
 

1. Create an Inventory of artifacts, slave sites, ports, related to slavery in Antigua Barbuda 
2. Create a website related to the ASMS and the TOSTEM Project 

3. The Design of new Heritage Tours to the Slave sites. Arts and crafts, Foods, decendant communities on the island 
4 Train African descendant Tour Guides are being trained specifically for these tours 
5 Create an Island Guide Map based on the African slave history of the islands is to be published. 

6 As part of a 5 nation team, Antigua Barbuda has  participated in the design of the TOSTEM International Traveling 
Slavery Exhibition which is now open in Paris 

7 Saleable art and craft items, books, posters, and clothing  will sustain the work of the project 
8 Articles about Antigua as an African slavery historic and cultural tourism destination will be published in various 

tourism publications and at Tourism exhibits internationally.  
9 Village communities which sprung from sugar plantations are being encouraged to research and record their 

history and culture in writing, audio and video for posterity 
10 Several sugar mills are to be restored and used as craft and cuisine income generating sites  

 

 
The Original Seed  Jewelry Makers in English Harbour 



  

9.  
The Creation Of The African Slavery Museum Of Antigua Barbuda 

 
In keeping with the project schedule the proposed museum is to be completed by June 30th 2017. 

There is as yet no building constructed to house the Museum therefore the work will be 
accommodated at a temporary venue until this has been achieved. (See page  

 

 
John Hughes Village 

 
Plans are already in motion to obtain lands and raise the funds for this  permanent museum building. 
Though not part of this phase the TOSTEM project, it will house the contents brought together 
through the present TOSTEM project. It is estimated to be about at 300 sq metres at a cost of US$ 2. 
Million from design to completion including its material installation and establishment. 

 
A family of former slaves taken in the southern part of the island around 1900   

Could these be your family members? 



  

10                                                        The  Themes & Exhibits 

« CHRONICLE OF AN AFRICAN PEOPLE » 

The initial exhibit of the museum will be a full wall Multimedia mural chronicling the arrival of 
African slaves from the 1600s, their story and that their descendants up to the present. 

The following is a sample of some exhibits under each of the ten themes. 

Theme 1: Africa before the European Slave Trade 
                  Various old maps of the Guinea Coast 
                 The Kingdoms of Mali, Songhai, Ghana, Benin, Congo 
 
Theme 2 : Captured, Sold and Sailed away 
                   Slave Routes from hinterland to Coast – Drawings, Captain’s journals 
                   Cutaway of the slave ship showing how the Africans were stacked for tranport 
                   Ports, Forts and Castles 
                   Manacles, whips,  
                   Articles of exchange : manilas Cowerie shells, Guns, Fabrics, Beads, Liquor 
 
Theme 3 : Trans Atlantic Crossing into the Unknown 
                   British Colonies and Slavery 
                  Model of a British slave ship 
                  Cutaway of a slave ship showing storage of Africans 
                  Sale invoices and receipts 
                  Numbers shipped and arrived 
                  Slaves sold to various Estates on Antigua 
 
Theme 4 : Sold and Seasoned – The Sugar Plantations 
                  Betty’s Hope Plantation and Parham, New Wworks and Lindsay’s 
                  Map of sugar Estates - Map of Sugar Mills 
                  Plantation Houses  - Photos - Name of Estate Owners 
                  William Clarke Watercolour paintings 
                  Layout of sugarcane estates  - Sugar production costs 
 
Theme 5 :The Life of a Slave  
                  Housing – various type on island 
                  Food and Feeding practices 
                  Barbuda – History – Slave Shipwrecks 
                  Nelson’s Dockyard African Soldiers 
                  Moravian and Methodist work among the slaves  
                
Theme 6 :The Resistances 
                  Prince Klass 87 – Documentations – Mural – Dedicated to the 88 men 
                  Rebellion 1729    St. John’s Market Riot 1831 



DDA 
                
Theme 7 :Abolitions and Emancipation 
                  Documents – Proclamations 
                  Emancipation Proclamation 
                  Slave Census 1812 to 1833 
 
Theme 8 :Post‐Emancipation – « Days long and hard and horrid » 
                  The Free Villages 
                  Low wages – Hurricanes – Earthquakes – Hospitals 
                  Marriages – Populations – Schools  
                   
Theme 9 :Fighting for Real Freedom – The Freedom Fighters 
                  Free Africans wages 
                  Firsts in Politics – Luther George 
                  Labour Unions – Protests ‐  
                   
Theme 10:Retentions and Legacies 
                   Photo wall of African descendant leaders in Government, Education, and Entertainment  
                   Family Genealogy and results of DNA tests to determine African Origins 
                   Photographs, Books, Publications,  Warri and African children’s games 
                   Cuisine, Songs and Music, Benna, Ironband, Ffyfe and Steeldrum,  Masquerades  
 

`âÜwxÜ? `âÜwxÜ? jÉ|4  
;jÜ|ààxÇ \Ç TÇà|zât VÜxÉÄx _tÇzâtzx< 

Dem kyan kill de baddy but kyan kill de soul! 
De pickney dem member 

Dem tark bout um inna dem fambly 
Dem han dung de tory 

Dem granfarder na ded fu nutten! 
E lef e pirit inna dem ches!!! 

De tory han dung fram farder dey a son, an son, an son, an son; 
E gu dung, gu dung, gu dung!!! 
Generation dey a generation! 

De 'tory nar dun! 
De man dem rite um dung fu awe fu see 

Wha arwe na member awe a see pan pyaper; 
A tru! de 'tory kyan nebba dun! 

Dem murder de 88 man widowtn prove nutten 
“Arwe granfarder min murder wid Court, de King a Anteega” 

Ber wan day, 
Wan day, 

Justice a go cum! 
Fa Gad lub justice an e hyat rabbry and rang! 



DEA 
 

Uâwzxà 
 
Emancipation Stories was launched in 2014 and is a 3‐year program supported by the ACP Culture + program, 
conducted by the Secretariat of the ACP (African, Caribbean and Pacific), and funded by the European Union 
(55%).  
This major project requires soliciting both private and public funds to complete the financing.  
 
The overall budget for all five territories is € 905,000. The budget items presented below relates only to the 
actions planned in Antigua & Barbuda over the 3 years‐ program Senegal. Do not hesitate to contact us for 
further details.  
 

XåÑxÇw|àâÜxá bäxÜ F lxtÜá B TÇà|zât 9 UtÜuâwt € kvw 8  
 
1 ‐ Exhibition of the Slave trade and slavery Museum (ASMS)  
(Experts historians and set designers, technical conception)     30 000 €   91 800 XCD           21%  
 
2 ‐ Publications (Catalogue of the exhibition in Antigua and Barbuda, postcards,  
DVD film, crafts, others)               11 000 €   33 660 XCD             8%  
 
3 ‐ Actions for Visibility (Promotion, ad inserts, press actions)       4 900 €    14 994 XCD        3%  
 
4 ‐ Human resources (salaries of the local coordinator, the cultural  
mediator, missions of designers, professional trainers, tourism expert)            39 800 €   121 788 XCD          28% 
  
5 ‐ Local office (Office rental costs and consumables)        3 600 €      11 016 XCD           3%  
 
6 ‐ Equipment and supplies (Exhibition material, Purchase of objects,  
books and maps for the exhibition, Educational materials for training  
managers, educational tools for participant in training sessions etc.)   17 200 €    52 632 XCD           12%  
 
7 ‐ Other costs ‐ services Historians, drawing up of exhibition scientific  
contents, Training of guides, translation, hosting the meeting of the  
International Scientific Committee)           22 200 €    67 932 XCD           16% 
  
8 ‐ Travel costs (International flights and local travel cost)       11 500 €    35 190 XCD             8%  
 
TOTAL GLOBAL                             140 200 €  429 012 XCD        100%  
 
RECEIPTS OVER 3 YEARS / ANTIGUA & BARBUDA € F CFA %  
Grant of the European Union / Acquired           77 110 €   235 957 XCD         55%  
 
Amount sought / In progress                63 090 € 193 055 XCD      45%  
 
TOTAL GLOBAL                                                     140 200 € 429 012 XCD        100% 
 
GLOBAL PROGRAMME BUDGET                   905 000€ 
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The funds will be raised using a strategy to reach African-Antiguan slave descendants both at home and abroad. It will 
give all Antiguans and Barbudans, whoever they are and wherever they are in the world, to own the vision of bringing to 
reality a museum to house the history of our African ancestors and to make an investment in this noble project which 
will make our true hisstory known for posterity. 
 

Therefore, the funding for the project will be invited from Afarican slae descendants among 
Prominent anad Influential Antiguans 

Churches across the islands 
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Taxi, Bus, Farmers, Vendors, Port Workers and Fishermen’s Associations 

Civic and Sports Organizations - Schools – both Public and Private 
Village Community Groups 

African-centred Antigua-based Organizations 
Antiguan & Barbudan Organizations in US, UK and Canada 

All others who wish to contribute are more than welcome to do so. 
The Fundraising Campaign will rund from October 2016 to February 2017  

 
During this period there will be several TOSTEM public events including 

The Public Launch of the Fundraising Campaign 
A Telethon 

A Special African Lunch 
A Black-tie dinner 

Black and African Slave Story Movie nights 
T-Shirt and sales of other memorobilia  
Events at Supermarkets and Festivals 

A Dollar Day –  
TOSTEM will also have a presence at various upcoming national events 
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These photospgrahs of African housing are dated from around 1890 to 1952. They were/are all to be found in the 
southern part of the island between Swetes, John Hughes, Old Road and Urlings. Research on this type of building would 
definitely point to the African place of origin of the bulders and owners. Families whose parents owned homes such as 
these could come close to their African place of origin one confirm it with a DNA tests. 

The concept of the Permanent Museum will be  based on this type of African-Antigua architecture which has been the 
most lasting legacy of the housing of our grandparents in this part of the island. 

   Built late 1890s 

    Well constructed houses – no date 

   Old Road – on the main road 

   Swetes Village built around 1952 and still occupied 

 



  

15. 

The Value Of The Tostem Project To Antigua And Barbuda 
  
The value of TOSTEM to Antigua and Barbuda African descendants is 
incalculable.  
First of all the vision of TOSTEM to break the silence and open up about slavery 
is a courageous and noble one and one which resonates with most African 
descendants and people who have been affected by the slave trade and 
slavery.  
Secondly, the methodology used to unearth the history of the slaves and their 
descendants offers the population a new awareness and revelation of their 
hidden history; gives answers to deep felt questions on slavery and its effects 
on Africa and its African descendants here in Antigua and Barbuda; it has 
motivated the people to take a more inquiring look at our slavery history and a 
way of presenting it for our own educative purposes as well as that of the 
world.  
The project of slave history discovery engages all sectors of the Antiguan 
community the slave descendant community are stirred to take notice of the 
hidden desire to know more - it affects from the highest office holders to the 
lowliest worker and what was once just some past dry history has now become 
our own personal family story living and lively. 
 
 
Excerpt from a letter from  Mrs.Lisa Nicholson, Widow of Desmond 
Nicholson founder of the Museum of Antigua & Barbuda 
 
“I'm so glad to learn that you are undertaking this project ........I know 
Desmond would be so pleased and proud to know that you are taking 
it on as he always felt it should be a black Antiguan who did the 
research and presented the story.  It was a subject dear to his heart 
and he knew it was a vital component to truly understanding our 
heritage, but he also knew he would always be a bit of an outsider 
looking in when dealing with the stark gut realities of the slavery 
experience and the relationship between the races.  It will be a 
wonderful supplement/complement to the already established 
Museum of Antigua and Barbuda in the old Courthouse. ”  



Send Down The Rain
Excerpt from one of “Pappy Sammy” Smith’s Songs in the book 

“To Shoot Hard Labour”

The land is hard
The trees are dying
Send down the rain.

No water to drink
No food to eat

Send down the rain

No grass to weed
No plant to seed

Send down the rain.

Massa harvest just too small
The people can’t get it all

Send down the rain.

Rain for the just
Rain for us

Send down the rain.
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emancipation stories 
www.emancipationstories.org/www.memoiresliberes.org 

 

AFRICAN SLAVERY MEMORIAL SOCIETY INC. 
Tel: +268 773 1959 

asms.175@gmail.com 
tostemanu.emancipationstories@gmail.com 

TOSTEM Facebook: Tostem Antigua:”Emancipation Stories” 
ASMS Website: www.asmsanu.com 

 

THE SHACKLES OF MEMORY 
Tel: +00 33 2 40  69 68 52 

communication@memoiresliberees.org 
 

LOCAL PARTNERS  
The Tourism Authority of Antigua  Barbuda, 

The Ministry of Culture 
The Museum of Antigua & Barbuda 

The Antigua & Barbuda National Archives 

 

PARTLY FUNDED BY THE 

ACPEU COUNTRIES 
Partly funded by the aCPeu Countries

 


