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PARTNERS
Emancipation stories was launched in 2014 and is a 3 years 
program supported by the ACP Culture + program, conducted by the 
Secretariat of the ACP (African, Caribbean and Pacific), and funded 
by the European Union.

TOSTEM is also supported by UNESCO as part of the program «The 
Slave Road”, and by the National Committee for the Memory and 
History of Slavery (CNMHE). 

To enable the dissemination of knowledge related to the 
slave trades and slaveries, while at the same time promoting 
public awareness, the Emancipation stories project includes 
the curation of a major exhibition that will be presented in 3 
continents and in over 5 countries.

Combining the work of historians and international artists, 
this exhibition allows for the cross-exchange of different 
historical backgrounds, of which little is often known, via the 
few remaining traces left of these histories. It is, as such, an 
opportunity to foster dialogue between the memories of the 
different partners and their audiences.

After two artist-in-residence programs in Dakar (Senegal) and 
Louisiana (USA), the exhibition will be presented in the partner 
countries beginning in May 2016. Cultural mediation actions 
will be developed for the occasion, with particular focus on the 
youth. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 
& CULTURAL MEDIATION

EMANCIPATION STORIES IS: 
An international project at the crossroads of history tourism, 
promotion of heritage and cultural diversity, public awareness 
and the dialogue between memories.

A program which aims to strengthen, diversify and promote 
quality tourism conducted by local professionals in order to 
develop an economic and touristic potential, untapped until 
now.  

A development intervention for the local community via the 
vocational training and the economic impacts generated by 
the project.

IN SUMMARY

Meeting of the scientific committee, in june  2015, Nantes

CONTACTS
FRANCE 
Tel : +33 2 40 69 68 52 
contact@memoiresliberees.org 

SÉNÉGAL
Tel : +221 77 63 83 304  
senegal@ memoiresliberees.org

CAMEROUN
Tel : +237 698 61 73 90
cameroun@ memoiresliberees.org

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA 
Tel : +1 268 773 1959 
antigua@emancipationstories.org

HAITI 
Tel : +509 98 76 54 321 
haiti@ memoiresliberees.org

emancipation
stories

www.emancipationstories.org



HISTORICAL SITES ACTIONS 

MAIN PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 
•	 Historical research and inventory of sites and heritages 

related to slave trades and slaveries.

•	 Protection, planning and enhancement of sites of 
memory (often in ruins or deteriorated ) to promote 
public access.

•	 Training of guides, reception staff and site management : 
professionalization of the actors is an important part of 
the program that will enable the durability of the project 
and contribute to job creation.

•	 Creation of tourism products for better access to 
knowledge on the sites of memory.

•	 Strategic communications campaign to ensure economic 
sustainability of the project.

•	 Networking and promotion - from local to international: 
create a tourist offer «History and Memory» which may 
include other countries.

AN INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF PARTICIPANTS  
The TOSTEM project, coordinated in Nantes by the association The 
Shackles of Memory, is conducted in 4 countries simultaneously, 
in collaboration with the local partners:

•	 African Slavery Memorial Society of Antigua & Barbuda - 
Antigua and Barbuda

•	 La Route des Chefferies - Cameroon
•	 Fédération Nationale des Offices de Tourisme et Syndicats 

d’Initiatives du Sénégal (FNOTSIS) - Senegal
•	 Association touristique d’Haiti - Haiti

An initiative of the Shackles of Memory (Les Anneaux de la Mémoire 
in French), the TOSTEM program, also called « Emancipation 
stories », aims to preserve and enhance the sites of the slave 
trades and slaveries by bringing together an international network 
of actors so as to collaborate on a common project.   .

Based on scientific research and the development of both tangible 
and intangible heritage, this collaborative project works towards 
strengthening the economy of cultural tourism as well as to 
participate in local development.

A strong human dimension underlies all project actions via public 
awareness, particularly amongst the youth. Through dialogue 
between different memories, the TOSTEM program contributes 
to a better understanding between peoples and generations from 
three continents (Europe-Africa-the Americas).

Oftentimes a taboo subject, the history of the slave trades and 
slaveries remains a difficult topic to address. This difficulty often 
results in a lack of information and dissemination of knowledge, 
especially among young people and local populations.

In response to this need for a deeper understanding of history, 
the TOSTEM program aims to strengthen the cultural tourism 
industry, the professionalization of actors, develop actions of 
cultural mediation, support the creation of cultural goods and 
services and integrate them into national and international 
distribution channels. These goals are developed in the following 
five countries: Cameroon, Senegal, Haiti, Antigua & Barbuda, 
France.

The Emancipation stories project creates a momentum founded 
upon heritage tourism by offering the local population, and 
tourists, innovative cultural and tourism products that can also 
be used as promotional tools for all of the partners’ territories.

EMANCIPATION STORIES ? 
Tourism Program Centered on the Sites of 
the Slave Trade, Slavery and their Memories

HAÏTI  
Redevelopment and creation 
of a guided tour of the Dion 
Plantation (former coffee 
plantation in Haiti). Creation 
of the exhibition and its 
catalogue « Haiti - Africa: 2 
Hearts in Resonance » in the 
Sugar Cane Historical Park 
located in Port-au-Prince.

Support for the creation 
of a slavery museum, its 
permanent exhibition and 
catalogue.

ANTIGUA 
& BARBUDA

Creation of a guided tour 
tracing the footsteps of slave 
caravans from the western 
region to the Atlantic coast. 
The tour will be composed of a 
dozen sites with explanatory 
panels, or artwork when 
there remains no trace.  

CAMEROON

Creation of a tourism 
brochure in oder to catalogue 
all of the sites of memory 
in Senegal. The purpose is 
to enrich the list of sites 
currently well-known (such 
as the Goree Island), thanks 
to the multitude of research 
that is being developed in 
Senegal

SENEGAL 


