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#CaribbeanStrong

Today, Bookends’ series of conversations 
#CaribbeanStrong between Jacqueline 
Bishop and writers from around the 
region continues with the featured 

writer Grace Nichols, whose first collection 
of poetry, I is a Long-Memoried Woman, 
won the 1983 Commonwealth Poetry Prize. 
Since then Nichols has written several other 
books of poetry, children’s stories and poetry 
anthologies, and a novel for adults, Whole of a 
Morning Sky.

Grace Nichols, born in Guyana, now makes 
the UK her home. Her poetry is featured in 
the Welsh Joint Education Committee and 
Edexcel English/English Literature anthologies, 
which means that many students in the United 

Kingdom have studied her work.

Grace Nichols, it is such an honour to have this 
chance to interview you. I have been a fan of yours for 
so many years! This interview will be based on your 
book I Have Crossed an Ocean: Selected Poems, as 
well as from your most recent collection, The Insomnia 
Poems.

I will start with the poem “Sugarcane” 
from your first collection, which won the 
Commonwealth Poetry Prize, in which a 
narrator is talking about the art of survival 
of this plant. What I found so interesting is 
that plants are often feminised in poetry, 
but in this case you decided to make 
sugarcane a man. Can you talk us 
through your reasons for doing this? 

What point 
were you 
trying to make 
here?  

I should 
give a little 
background 
to the origins 
of this poem 
‘Sugarcane’ 
which comes 
from my very 
first book of 
poems, I is a 
Long-Memoried 
Woman, 
published in 
1983 that helped 
to launch my 
literary 

career. The book 
owes its inspiration 
to a dream I had 
one night of a 
young African 
girl swimming 
from Africa to the 

Caribbean with a 
garland of flowers 
around her. When I 
woke up I interpreted 

this to mean that she 
was trying to cleanse 

the ocean of the pain 
and suffering she knew 
her ancestors had gone 
through in that crossing 

from Africa to the New 
World. 

Stitching Together 
Memories: An Interview 
with Poet Grace Nichols

Turn to 
MEMORIES 

on Page 2Grace Nichols


