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Judges announced for 2023 
Commonwealth Short Story Prize  

 
• Bilal Tanweer to chair high-profile international judging panel 

 

Prize opens for submissions until 1 
November 2022  
 

• Entrants can submit stories now in 12 languages for the chance to win 
international recognition and prize money 

 
London, UK. Pakistani writer and translator Bilal Tanweer will chair an international panel 
of judges for the 2023 Commonwealth Short Story Prize. His fellow judges, drawn from the 
five regions of the Commonwealth, are Rwandan-born writer, photographer and editor, 
Rémy Ngamije (Africa), Sri Lankan author and publisher Ameena Hussein (Asia), 
Canadian writer and critic Madeleine Thien (Canada/Europe), poet and New Zealand’s 
former Poet Laureate, Dr. Selina Tusitala Marsh (Pacific), and poet and novelist Mac 
Donald Dixon from Saint Lucia (Caribbean). 
 
Bilal Tanweer said, ‘The calling of literature is nothing less than to reimagine what it 
means to be human. I am delighted and honoured to chair the 2023 Commonwealth Short 
Story Prize, an invitation for writers across the Commonwealth’s vast and disparate 
literary geographies to enter a global conversation about our place in the world; to revive 
old connections; to build new understandings of ourselves and each other. I greatly look 
forward to working with my fellow judges, reading the submissions and discovering, 
again, what it means to be alive in these times.’ 
 
Prize now open for entries 
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The Commonwealth Short Story Prize is accepting entries until 1 November 2022. The 
competition is administered by the Commonwealth Foundation. It is open to citizens of 
all Commonwealth countries and is free to enter. Now in its twelfth year, the Prize is 
awarded for the best piece of unpublished short fiction (2,000–5,000 words). The five 
regional winners receive £2,500 and the overall winner receives £5,000.  
 
In addition to English, submissions are accepted in the original Bengali , Chinese, Creole, 

French, Greek, Malay, Portuguese, Samoan, Swahili , Tamil, and Turkish. Stories that 
have been translated into English from any language are also accepted and the translator 
of any story that wins (regional or overall) also receives prize money.  
 
The five regional winning stories are published online by the literary magazine Granta. 
The prize has a growing reputation for discovering and elevating new talent and offers 
equal opportunity to unpublished writers to make their voices heard alongside more 
established practitioners.  Past winners of the prize have gone on to win other literary 
competitions and secure agents and book deals.  
 
Last year’s winner, Eswatini author Nstika Kota, had this to say to potential entrants:  
 ‘I can hardly be called an authority on the subject, but if I could offer a thought on entering 
the 2023 Commonwealth Short Story Prize (or any other writing contest), it'd be this; 
winning is fantastic. It feels superb in a way that's difficult to describe, but!  
 
More than the winning, what's important is the writing. 
  
If you write something that is uniquely you,  
if you edit it to best of your ability in the time you have,  
if reading your work brings you all the complex joy of creation,  
then you have received the most valuable reward possible.  
 
A feeling that comes only from breathing life into an idea. Something no amount of money 
could ever buy. Not an award, but the greatest reward.’ 
 



 

   
 

Those interested in applying can find out more about eligibility, rules, and the submission 
process at  commonwealthwriters.org/shortstoryprize/info 
 
 

- ENDS- 
 

Notes for editors 

  

About the Commonwealth Foundation  | The Commonwealth Foundation is 
an intergovernmental organisation established by Heads of Government in 
support of the belief that the Commonwealth is as much an association of 
peoples as it is of governments. It is the Commonwealth agency for civil society; an 
organisation dedicated to strengthening people’s participation in all aspects of public 
dialogue, so they can act together and learn from each other to build free, open and 
democratic societies.  commonwealthfoundation.com 
 

 
About the Judges: 
 
Bilal Tanweer (Chair) 
Bilal Tanweer’s novel The Scatter Here Is Too Great (HarperCollins) won the Shakti Bhatt First 
Book Prize and was shortlisted for the DSC Prize for South Asian Literature and the Chautauqua 
Prize (US). The novel has been translated into French and German. His translation of Muhammad 
Khalid Akhtar’s novel and stories was published as Love in Chakiwara and Other Misadventures and 
received the PEN Translation Fund Grant. Bilal has also translated two novels by crime fiction 
writer Ibn-e Safi. His writings have appeared in local and international magazines including Granta, 
The New York Times, Dawn, and The Caravan. He lives and teaches in Lahore. 
 
Rémy Ngamije (Africa) 
Rémy Ngamije is a Rwandan-born Namibian writer and photographer. He is the founder, 
chairperson, and artministrator of Doek, an independent arts organisation in Namibia supporting 
the literary arts. He is also the editor-in-chief of Doek! Literary Magazine, the founder of the 
country’s only literary awards, the Bank Windhoek Doek Literary Awards, as well as the Doek 
Literary Festival, Namibia's first international literary festival. Rémy is also the founding editor of 
the Doek Anthology, forthcoming in 2022.  His debut novel The Eternal Audience Of One was first 
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published in South Africa by Blackbird Books and is available worldwide from Scout Press (S&S); it 
was honoured with a Special Mention at the inaugural Grand Prix Panafricain De Litterature in 
2022. He won the Africa Regional Prize of the 2021 Commonwealth Short Story Prize and was 
shortlisted for the AKO Caine Prize for African Writing in 2021 and 2020. He was longlisted and 
shortlisted for the 2020 and 2021 Afritondo Short Story Prizes respectively. In 2019 he was 
shortlisted for Best Original Fiction by Stack Magazines. 
 
Ameena Hussein  (Asia) 
Ameena Hussein is a Sri Lankan author and co-founder of the Perera-Hussein Publishing House, 
the frontrunner for cutting-edge literature from emerging and established regional authors. Her 
non-fiction book on the fourteenth century Moroccan traveller Ibn Battuta, Chasing Tall Tales and 
Mystics: Ibn Battuta in Sri Lanka published in 2020, won the State Literary Prize for Humanities 
and was shortlisted for the Gratiaen Prize. Her novel The Moon in the Water was longlisted for the 
Man Asian Literary Award and the Dublin IMPAC Award. Her debut short story collection, Fifteen, 
was shortlisted for the Gratiaen Prize in 1999 and her second collection of short stories, Zillij, won 
the State Literary Prize in 2005. A fellow of the WrICE digital residency and cultural exchange in 
2020 and a fellow of the prestigious International Writer’s Program at the University of Iowa in 
2005, she was invited to teach at the University of Iowa’s creative writing summer programmes in 
2016 and 2018. 
 
Madeleine Thien (Canada/Europe) 
Madeleine Thien is the author of four books of fiction, including Do Not Say We Have Nothing and 
Dogs at the Perimeter. She has received Canada’s two highest literary honours, the Giller Prize and 
the Governor-General’s Literary Award for Fiction, and her books have been shortlisted for The 
Booker Prize, The Women’s Prize for Fiction, and The Folio Prize, longlisted for a Carnegie Medal, 
and translated into more than 25 languages. Madeleine’s essays and stories can be found in The 
New Yorker, Granta, Brick, The Guardian, and The New York Review of Books. She teaches writing 
and literature at Brooklyn College CUNY. 
 
Mac Donald Dixon (Caribbean) 
Mac Donald Dixon was born in Saint Lucia, West Indies. At sixteen, browsing through shelves at 
the St. Mary’s college library, he stumbled on Twenty-Five Poems by Derek Walcott and knew from 
that moment he would write. Despite having written several short stories and plays and novels, he 
is best known for his poetry. He is also an accomplished dramatist, painter, and photographer. In 
1994, his country honoured him with the Saint Lucia Medal of Merit for his contribution to 
literature and photography, and in 2005 he was awarded the Cultural Development Foundation’s 
national arts lifetime achievement award. He works as a full-time writer from his home in Castries. 



 

   
 

 
Dr. Selina Tusitala Marsh (Pacific) 
Selina Tusitala Marsh (ONZM, FRSNZ) is the former Commonwealth Poet, New Zealand Poet 
Laureate and acclaimed performer and author. In 2019 she was made an Officer of the New Zealand 
Order of Merit for her services to poetry, literature and the Pacific community. In 2020 Selina was 
inducted as a Fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand. Selina lectures in the English 
Department at the University of Auckland where she teaches Pacific Literature and Creative 
Writing. Selina has performed poetry for primary schoolers and presidents, queers and Queens.  
She has published three critically acclaimed collections of poetry, Fast Talking PI (2009), Dark 
Sparring (2013), and Tightrope (2017). Her graphic memoir, Mophead (2019), won the Margaret 
Mahy Supreme Book in the 2020 NZ Book Awards for Children and Young Adults and won the 
PANZ Best Book Design for 2020. Its sequel, Mophead TU: The Queen's Poem was shortlisted for 
the NZ Book Awards (2021). She has just completed Mophead: KNOT Book 3 and is working on a 
genre-bending graphic poetry anthology on first wave Pacific women poets from 16 Pacific Island 
nations. 
  
 

 


